Zion Lutheran Church

Student Recognition Service
December 26, 2010

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn            “Silent Night”
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L: We gather in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Congregation: Amen
L: As a people called out of darkness, let us confess our sins and seek mercy from the God of justice and righteousness.

(Silence is kept for reflection and private confession)

L: God of steadfastness and love,

C: we confess that we live in darkness more than your light.

L: We hear of Mary, Joseph, the birth of Jesus, angels and shepherds and we like the news, but we do not let it change our life.

C: We confess that we are hearers of your word rather than doers of it.

L: You orient your life to care for creation and others.
C: We confess that we are self concerned, not perhaps in the violent way Herod was, but still we seek to preserve our little power and our place in life, rather than caring about you.

L: We ignore the cries of the lowly and the poor.
C: and grow weary of working for justice.

L: We come to you seeking forgiveness,

C: We come asking you to be merciful, and we dare to ask for mercy because of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
L: Hear the glad tidings of God! The Word was made flesh and lived among us. Clothed in our humanity, Jesus Christ is not ashamed to call us brothers and sisters and claims us as beloved children of God. In Jesus Christ you are forgiven and restored to wholeness; in Christ we are free to serve God and our neighbor without fear.             C: Amen.

Hymn           “Joy to the World”       
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L: The true light that enlightens everyone has come into the world!  God be with you.

C: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day (in unison): O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.

First Reading:      Isaiah 63:7-9

Second Reading:        Hebrews 2:10-18

Gospel:          Matthew 2:13-23

Sermon:     
Skylar Borchardt, Kirsten Brock
Hymn of the Day  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  
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Nicene Creed                                                                        
p. 126
Offering                         
Offertory Prayer and Prayer of the Church

L:  Rejoicing in the Word made flesh, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s Creation:    For the church, that in celebrating the feast of Christ’s birth, we may receive the fullness of your new life and be sanctified to proclaim your steadfast love, God of grace and truth.  C: hear our prayer.  
L:  For leaders throughout the world, that as the new year dawns, they might refrain from violence and execute justice on behalf of the poor and oppressed in every land. God of grace and truth, 
C: hear our prayer.  
L:  for refugees and victims of persecution, that they might receive needed aid and places of sanctuary, and that we might support them with the gifts you have first given us. God of grace and truth,      C: hear our prayer. 
L:  For this community of faith, that following the example of Joseph, we may thank you and be attentive to what you want us to do, and to do it. God of grace and truth, C: hear our prayer. 
L:  For the poor, the grieving, and sick in mind body and spirit (especially _____), that they might know your presence in the midst of their suffering, and be strengthened by the Word made flesh. God of grace and truth,  C: hear our prayer. 
L:  Trusting in your mercy, O saving God, we commend to you all for whom we pray, through the one born among us, Jesus Christ our Lord.       C: Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Benediction

Closing Hymn            “Go Tell It on the Mountain”                 
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Postlude

------------------------------------------
WELCOME to our visitors – please pick up a welcome bag from the table by our Crossroads Room.  Christ is among us beyond evil – we rejoice! Please sign our guest book or a yellow card in the pew. 

IN OUR PRAYERS we remember Dory Walters, Glen Bulau, Steve Buhr, Delores Buhr, Gale Larson, Renee Massingham and newborn son Cody, and peace in the Holy Land and justice for the hungry and poor.
THANK YOU to Skylar Borchardt and Kirsten Brock for sharing their message today and to all students participating in today’s service.

THERE IS NO Sunday School today or next Sunday, January 2nd.
THE YOUTH MISSION TRIP Deposit Deadline has been extended to January 14, 2011.
THE CHOIR CANTATA will be broadcast on KLFD and cable TV today at 11:00 a.m. and will be aired on cable TV again December 27th at 10:30 am, and December 29th at 8 pm. 
JOIN US for Share-A-Meal at 5:30 pm today.  Bring a dish to pass and enjoy fellowship with members of our community and congregation.
FINAL OFFERING CONTRIBUTIONS should be made by 3:00 pm on December 30th as the office will be closed the 31st.  We would like all of our accounts caught up so please prayerfully consider giving extra if you can.

VOICE OF ZION Newsletters will be assembled Monday, January 3rd at 1:00 p.m.  There will be an appreciation coffee afterwards for all the helpers – please come!

ANNUAL REPORTS are due in the church office by Jan. 4th.  

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held January 30, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.

OFFERING ENVELOPES HAVE ARRIVED! Due to a mix-up at the printers, boxed envelopes were printed for both those who normally receive envelopes by the box and for those who receive them in the mail – they are by the main entry way.

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS are designated as follows:  20% for World Hunger, 20% for EPES (Chili), 20% for LAMA (Litchfield Area Ministerial Assn.), 15% for Meeker Co. Foodshelf, 15% for ELCA Benevolence, 5% for Lutheran Social Service, 5% for Seminary Scholarship

God’s Global Barnyard in Fellowship Court will be collecting money through December.  $1 buys a chick to help fight world hunger.  We have raised $502 to date.  How many chicks can Zion purchase?  

IN THE LIBRARY – Love Is a Verb by Gary Chapman.  True stories of what happens when love comes alive.

THIS WEEK:  Today – 5:30 pm Share-A-Meal;  Monday – 7:30 pm AA/Alanon; Tuesday – 7 pm LaLeche League; 
Wednesday – No Afternoon Activities or Evening Worship; Thursday  - 7:30 pm AA; Friday – Office is Closed; Saturday – Happy New Year, Next Sunday – 8:30 and 10:45 am Worship/ HC,

Last Sunday's Attendance:  505;  Offering: General Fund $10,165.05, Missions $577, Building Fund $2,696.60
