ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

504 N. Gilman – Litchfield, MN – 55355

Phone: 693-3207 e-mail: zion@zionchurch.net  www.zionchurch.net

Pastors: Harvey Nelson, Christian Muellerleile, J. David Nelson

Education: Mindy Czycalla           Youth:  Breanne Royer

Today’s Organist:  Dorothy Stenberg
Missionaries: Gloria Sauck, Steven & Bethany Friberg, 

Eric and Christie Anspach-Hanson, Jordan Monson,

 Paul and Becky Hagen, Karen Anderson

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 18, 2011
Order of Worship 

Prelude                      “Fairest Lord Jesus”
Z Choir
Welcome  
Confession   -   Absolution   
p. 117-118
Opening Hymn        “Rise Up, O Saints of God”    (stzs 1-3)
669
Kyrie

p. 120
Song of Praise         “Glory be to God”     
p. 121
Prayer of the Day:  (in unison)  Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.  Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.
Psalm 145:1-8    cantor sings odd verses, congregation even
Scripture Reading:       Jonah 3:10-4:11       
Choir Anthem                “Built on a Rock”
Gospel Acclamation              “Alleluia”
p. 124

                         Glory to you, O Lord
Gospel Text:           Matthew 20:1-16
                               Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon           “God’s Unfair and Too Kind”
Pastor Harvey Nelson
Hymn of the Day           “Lord of All Hopefulness”
765
Apostles’ Creed     
p. 127
Prayer of the Church                
Offering  and  Temple Talk and  Announcements  and  Temple Talk
Offertory           “We Give Thee But Thine Own”    (stzs. 1, 2)  
686
Offertory Prayer 
Great Thanksgiving     p. 129                Holy, Holy, Holy
p. 130
Words of Institution     p. 130                Lord’s Prayer
p. 134
Communion       Lamb of God p. 135        Hymns:    808,   810,   812
Blessing                    Prayer                   Benediction

Closing Hymn         “O Zion Haste”
668
Dismissal    P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.     
                   C:  Thanks be to God.

Postlude

------------------------------------------


WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP! We pray that your faith will be strengthened.  Visitors are welcome - please sign our guest book or a yellow card in the pew and stop by the table by our Crossroads Room for a welcome bag.

AT THE LORD'S SUPPER every Christian is welcome including anyone who receives Communion in another church.  Baptized persons of any age may receive the bread and wine/grape juice.  Grape juice and gluten free wafers are also available. If coming to the rail is difficult, tell an usher and we will serve you in the pew.
THANK YOU to Bill Martens for reading the scripture lesson, Carlton Urdahl for serving as cantor, and our Z Choir for the special music.
IN OUR PRAYERS we pray for healing for Bea Sommerfeld and Dick Urdahl, comfort for Hal Wenaas’ dad Don, and Eric and Christie Hanson in their return to ministry in Japan.
THE SUNDAY BUS is sponsored by Robert and Sandra Gromatka in honor of Craig Hertsgaard’s 90th birthday.
RADIO BROADCAST is sponsored in memory of Don Johnson who passed away two years ago today by Alice Johnson and family.
FLOWERS this Sunday are given in memory of Don Johnson by Alice Johnson and family.
IMPORTANT! Any current 9th – 12th grade youth and families interested in attending the 2012 ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans should go to the Fireside Room following second service.

The board of education is seeking a 4th grade team teacher and  teaching assistants for Pre K & 3 yr. old classes.  If you feel called to help children live out their faith lives in this way, let Mindy know.    

IT’S A GUY THING men’s breakfast/bible study resumes this Saturday at 8:30 a.m.  All interested men are invited.

NEXT SUNDAY we’ll be celebrating Pastor Christian’s 5th anniversary of his ordination at coffee time at 9:30 a.m. with cake and coffee.  There will be a basket for cards.
DONATIONS of canned soda, bottled water or Gatorade are needed for post-game pizza parties and other youth activities.
THE PARISH NURSE’S office is open Sundays after our worship service to help with any concerns.
BOOKS of Christian fiction on the carts in Fellowship Court are free for anyone to take and enjoy.

ALL ARE INVITED to a forum on stress management following Share-A-Meal next Sunday, Sept. 25th.  Gary Green, author and director of Woodland Residential Center, will team with Dave Schlack.  From them we will learn to identify stressors and learn relaxation techniques.  Kateri Kormann will instruct us in chair yoga.

BOOK CLUBS invite anyone to go to Guthrie Theater to see “Much Ado about Nothing” by Shakespeare. Sat., Oct. 22nd – meet at Zion at 8 a.m.  Approx. cost is $44 plus lunch and transportation.  Call Marie Nelson at 593-7243 by Sept. 21 to reserve your spot.

TRI-COUNTY Christian Singles Group “Singles Social” will be Saturday, Sept. 24th at Collinwood Co. Park in Cokato at 4 pm for games, pizza, bonfire.  For singles age 21 and over.  www.tricountychristiansingles.com 

IN RECOGNITION of National Adult Day Services week, Ecumen of Litchfield invites Zion to an Open House Bingo/Coffee on Monday, September 19th from 2-3:00 in the Gloria Dei Dining Room.
THE Z CHOIR has resumed rehearsals at 7:45 a.m. Sundays – come at 7:30 for coffee first.  All singers welcome, we are especially in need of soprano and bass singers.
 WE have a table in Fellowship Court for people to share their extra fresh produce.  A basket will be there for people to make a freewill donation as they wish or are able.
FOOD FOR THOUGHT: volunteers are needed to make meals on Fridays for the Alternative Learning Center.  Please sign up in the office or call Pam Nygaard at 593-1361.
SUNDAY SERVICES are broadcast on KLFD radio and Cable TV at 11 a.m. and on TV again Mon. at 10:30 am & 8 pm Wed.  
PLEASE CONTINUE TO SAVE Econofood receipts, Our Family bar codes, box tops for education, Kemps bottle caps, pop tabs, and cancelled stamps.  We are also recycling plastic bags and batteries (tape over the terminal ends).
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO TREAT our congregation by sponsoring a Sunday to serve fair trade coffee during coffee time after worship, contact the church office.  The cost is $28.
If you would like to sponsor a radio broadcast ($75) please sign the radio chart in the narthex.  You may sponsor the Sunday bus by signing up in the church office ($60). THE FLOWER CHART is by the office door.
AA meets here Monday and Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm, call 894-5599 for more information.

FALL IS THE SEASON to be reading.  Check out a book from the library carts.
A NURSERY IS PROVIDED for small children. Also, quiet bags and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 

THIS WEEK   
Today:  Noon Info Meeting for Nat’l; Youth Gathering; 
Monday: 7:30 pm AA;  
Tuesday:  8 am Church Staff Retreat in Redwood Falls, 8:30 am LAMA, 10:30 am Pastors Text Study, 4:00 pm WOW; 
Wednesday: 9 am Staff Meeting,3:15 pm Confirmation, Joyful Noise, Middle School Hang-Out, 4 pm P.E.P. (Pray, Eat, Play) for grades 1-5, 5:15 pm Council Meeting, 5:30 pm Meet and Eat,  6:30 pm Worship, 7 pm Sr. High Youth Group, 7:15 pm Confirmation; Thursday:  7 am Sr. High Breakfast Club, 10 am OWLS, 10:45 am Yoga, 7:30 pm Stewardship Mtg., 7:30 pm AA;  
Friday: Newsletter Deadline, 2:30 pm Classics, 
Saturday:  8:30 am It’s a Guy Thing Men’s Bible Study, 1:30-6:30 pm 10th Grade Retreat; 
Next Sunday:  7:45 am Choir, 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Worship, 9:30 am Coffee Hour Celebrating Pastor Christian’s 5th Ordination Anniversary, 9:45 am Education Hour, 5:30 pm Share-A-Meal and Community Forum on Stress Management
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK:  421
LAST WEEK’S OFFERING: General Fund $9,230, 
Missions $890, Building $3,348.60
The weekly average needed to meet the 2011 budget:  General Fund $9,738, Missions $818, Building $2,822
RECEIVED in memory of Will Massingham - $250 Caring Neighbor Fund, 20 for Media, $25 Z Choir, $20 Undesignated; Nancy Thomton - $25 Undesignated; Marion Peters - $15 Undesignated, $10 Media Fund; Craig Hertsgaard’s birthday - $10 Undesignated
