“God’s Love Comes”

Zion Lutheran Church Sunday School Christmas Program

December 18, 2011

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Hymn                       “Light One Candle” 
   240 ELW

Lighting of the Advent Wreath




Invocation:

Reader: First John four tells us “God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the means for our forgiveness.”  

C: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”
(JN 3:16)
Reader: “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”  (JN 3:17)
C: In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  … And the Word became flesh and lived among us.   (JN 1:1, 14a)  Reader:  Today we hear of this coming of the Word to live among us in word and song.
Congregation:  “O Come, O Come”    verse 1
   257 ELW
Choirs process singing:          “Shout the Good News”

Reader: Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness, 

And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.    (Php 2:5-8)
C: “for the child conceived in [Mary] is from the Holy Spirit. She shall bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.   (MT 1:20b-21)    Reader : “All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look , the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel.’   (MT 1:22-23b)

C:  which means, ‘God with us.’  (MT 1:23c)

Choirs  sing                         “Silent as a Snow Flake”

Reader : “When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took [Mary] as his wife, but they did not come together until she had borne a son, and he named him Jesus.” (MT 1:24-25)
C: “…when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,”  (GAL 4:4)

Reader C: “in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.”  (GAL 4:5)



Faith Generation sings 
“Silent Night/Holy Night”

Reader:      “In those days… 
(LK 2:1-2)                                        (Mary and Joseph enter…)
Reader :      “All went to their own towns… (LK 2: 3-6)                       (Mary and Joseph inquire…)
Reader :   “And she gave birth...(LK 2: 7)                                    (Mary and Joseph go to the stable…)
Choir        “O Come Little Children”

Joyful Noise Choir
“Born in Bethlehem”    “Pat a Pan”      “Christmas Slumber Song”

Congregation sings “What Child Is This?”  vss 1-2    
  296 ELW

(Shepherds and angels come…) 

Reader : “In that region…  (LK 2:8-9a)
(Angels and shepherds…)
Reader :  “and they were terrified.”  But the angel said to them,     (Angels share news… [LK 2:10-11]
Reader:   “And suddenly there was with ... (LK 2:13)
(Angels : “Glory to God…  (LK 2:14)
Congregation sings “Angels we Have Heard”  (stz 1)  
 289 ELW
Joyful Noise Choir

 “Bell Carol”


Reader: “ When the angels had left … (LK 2:15)             (Shepherds speak:  … (LK 2: 15B)


(Shepherds move…)

Reader: “So they hurried and found Mary… (LK 2: 16-19)           (Shepherds do homage…)
Reader: “The shepherds returned…             (LK 2: 20)

Congregation sings      “The First Noel”  (stz 1)     300 ELW    (Wise men enter and meet Herod…)
Reader: “In the time of King Herod,… (MT 2:1)                        (Wise men speak … [MT 2:2]

Choir     
“I Wonder as I Wander”
Reader: “When King Herod heard this …(MT 2:3)                           (Herod confers…)
Reader: “and he called together the religious leaders and asked where the messiah was to be born. And they told him,” 

Congregation: “In Bethlehem of Judea for so it has been written by the prophet.  And you, Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” (MT 2:5b-6)



(Herod and wise men confer…)
Reader: “Then Herod secretly called the wise men… (MT 2:7-8a)
Herod: “Go and search all around for the child; and when you have found him, come back and tell me so I can go and honor him.”        (MT 2:8b)                                    (Magi move…)
Reader: “When they heard the king… (MT 2:9-10)

Joyful Noise Choir
“Bright Morning Star”


(Magi arrive…)
Reader: “When they went into the house… (MT 2:11)             (Magi speak their gifts…)
Reader: And having been warned in a dream… (MT 2:12) (Shepherds, angels, Herod, etc. gather…)
Choir
 “Christmas Morn is Come Again”

 Reader: “For God so loved the world that he have his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” (JN 3:16)
Reader : “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” (JN 3:17)

Choir 
“Shout the Good News”
(Participants recess)
Expression of Thanks

Offering

Prayers
Pastor: We have heard the news of God’s love coming in Jesus. The choir reminds us that he is coming again. God came in his own time at Christmas as Galatians says “…when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.”  (GAL 4:4-5) He came once in love in Bethlehem, he has come in love to you and me in baptism and we look forward to his coming in love again.

Benediction
-------------------------------------------------
THANK YOU to all Sunday School Children, Teachers, Stephanie VanDerBill, Faith Generation Choir, Joyful Noise Choir, Renee Capistrant and Mindy Czycalla for bringing us this Christmas program.
Cast:  Narrators: William Wicklund, Mykal Barker,  Mary:  Kassie King,  Joseph:  Brandt Pedersen;  Angels:  Madison Larson, Heather Springer, Grace Walsh,  Shepherds:  Taylor Kargas, Simon Mueller, Trigg Capistrant-Kinney,  Magi:  Anna Brock, Elsa Capistrant-Kinney, Livia Behke, King Herod:  Broc Weseman
WE ARE VERY PLEASED to welcome all who have come to worship. May you be blessed through this special Sunday School program even as your presence is a blessing to us. 

THANK YOU to the Daryl and Nancy Wattenhofer family (first service) and the Kelly and Georgia Borchardt family (second service) for lighting the Advent Wreath today. 

IN OUR PRAYERS we pray for healing for Jo Seitz, Judy Gabrielson, and Bev Barrett; comfort for the family of Jerry Lewerenz in their loss, and Karen Anderson in her work with EPES in Chili.
THE RADIO BROADCAST AND FLOWERS TODAY are given in honor of Alvin and Darlene Walsh’s 50th wedding anniversary by their children and grandchildren.  
COMPLETE YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING with a purchase from the Fair Trade Store.
WE INVITE YOU to return at 5 p.m. today for a delightful time at the Happy Birthday Jesus Potluck and Christmas program presented by the three-year-olds through kindergarten. 
OUR CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES will be held at 3:30, 5:00 and 10:00 p.m.  Holy Communion will be served at 10 p.m.  We will have a CHRISTMAS WORSHIP/ COMMUNION service Sunday, Christmas Day, at 9:30 a.m.  Come rejoice with us.

OUR CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS will be distributed as follows: ELCA World Hunger 25%, LAMA Homeless Fund 20%,  ELCA Benevolence 20%,  Meeker Co. Food Shelf 10%, Discretionary Fund 10%,  Breakfast Bags 10%, Lutheran Social Service 5% 

OUR Christmas Eve Service will play on KLFD live at 3:30 p.m. and on the cable TV public access station at 6:30 p.m. on Dec. 24th.  The Christmas morning worship service will be on KLFD and cable TV at 11:00 a.m.  Then on Christmas Day cable TV will also broadcast the Christmas Eve Service again at 2:30 p.m., the Choir Cantata at 3:45 p.m. and the Sunday School Program at 5:00 p.m.

God’s Global Barnyard in Fellowship Court will be collecting money through December.  $1 buys a chick to help fight world hunger.  How many chicks can Zion purchase?  All Sunday School offerings during advent will also go toward purchasing chicks.

THE MITTEN TREE is waiting for your donations of hats and mittens and gift boxes for the Marie Sandvik Center in Minneapolis.  Today is the deadline for donations.

CHECK OUT “GOOD GIFTS” catalog for last minute gift ideas.

THERE WILL BE NO City Transit Bus service on Christmas and New Years Day.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE to contribute to the rosemaling of the blank green edging project in Fellowship Court, the artist Karen Jensen will complete it when we have raised enough funds.  You may contribute by making a check to Zion with “rosemaling” in the memo section.

TO TREAT our congregation by sponsoring a Sunday to serve fair trade coffee during coffee time, contact the church office.  The cost is $28.  
ANNUAL REPORTS are due in the office January 2nd.  Annual report books will be assembled on January 12, 2012 at 2 p.m.  Volunteers will be needed and appreciated.

BOXED OFFERING ENVELOPES HAVE ARRIVED.  – they are in the entry way.
THE PARISH NURSE’S office is open Sundays between our worship service to help with any concerns.

If you would like to sponsor a radio broadcast ($75) on a Sunday please sign the radio chart in the narthex.  You may sponsor the Sunday bus by signing up in the church office ($60).  Donations are appreciated!  THE FLOWER CHART is located on the window by the office door.

AA meets here Monday and Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm, call 894-5599 for more information.

PLEASE CONTINUE TO SAVE Econofood receipts, Our Family bar codes, box tops for education, Campbell bar codes, Kemps bottle caps, pop tabs, and cancelled stamps.  We are also recyling plastic bags and rechargeable batteries (tape over the terminal ends). They can be placed in the storage containers in the SW corner of Fellowship Court.

A NURSERY IS PROVIDED for small children. Also, quiet bags and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS pictures are in the office ready to be picked up – please check your name off the list.

GIFTS OF CHRISTMAS: Love, Hope, Peace, Joy, and BOOKS!  All these gifts are in Zion’s library.


THIS WEEK:  
Today – 5 pm “Happy Birthday Jesus” Program and Potluck for Preschoolers, Kindergartners and Parents, 6:30 Wellness Bible Study, 7 pm Sr. High Youth Group;
Monday –7:30 pm AA;
Tuesday – 10 am Tuesday School, 10:30 am Text Study, 2:30 pm Lydia Circle to Emmanuel;  
Wednesday – 9 am Staff Mtg, 3:15 – 4 pm Joyful Noise, Middle School Hangout, Confirmation, 4 pm PEP for grades 1-5, 5:15 pm Council, 5:30 pm Meet & Eat, 6 pm Faith Generation, 6:30 pm Worship, 7:15 pm Confirmation; 
Thursday -- 7 am Sr. High Breakfast Club,10 am OWLS, 10:45 am Yoga, 7:30 pm AA; 
Saturday –3:30, 5:00, and 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Services with Holy Communion served at 10 p.m.; 
Sunday – 9:30 a.m. Christmas Worship/Communion Service
Last Week's Attendance: 504

Offering: General Fund  $10,972.50, Missions  $1,034, Building Fund $2,396.60

The weekly average needed to meet the 2011 budget:  General Fund $9,738, Missions $818, Building $2,822

RECEIVED IN MEMORY OF Sue Dixon - $15 Undesignated Memorial; Wayne Rick - $10 Undesignated; Jeff Butson’s mother - $20 for Camperships, $10 Media Fund, and $10 Undesignated; Wanda Gilbertson - $200 Undesignated

