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Prelude:            “Open the Gates of the Temple”

                         “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”
         Z Choir

Order of Confession and Absolution

P: Lord, have mercy

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Christ, have mercy.

C: Christ, have mercy.

P: Lord, have mercy.

C: Lord, have mercy.
The Giving of the Palms

P: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

C: Hosanna to the Son of David.

P: The Lord be with you.         C: and also with you.

P: Let us pray. Mercifully assist us, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts whereby you have given us eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    C: Amen.

Processional Gospel: Matthew 21: 1-11

Narrator: When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethpage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them.

Jesus: "Go into the village ahead of you, and right away you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 'The Lord needs them.' And he will send them at once."

Narrator: This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet saying, "Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,

C: Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest Heaven!

Youth Process singing  “Hosanna”


Joyful Noise sings “Filled with Excitement”

Narrator: When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking,

Men: "Who is this?"

Narrator: The crowds were saying,

Women: “This is the prophet, Jesus, of Nazareth in Galilee."

Choir Anthem           “Ride On, Ride On, O Savior-King”

Homily              “A Day of Glory”      
Pastor Harvey Nelson

Hymn    “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”    (stanzas 1, 4)  
  344
Passion Narrative Matthew 26:14-

Narrator: Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said,

Judas: "What will you give me if I betray him to you?"

Narrator: They paid him thirty pieces of silver, and from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.  On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying,


C: “Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?"

Jesus: "Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him. 'The teacher says, My time is near: I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.'"

Narrator: So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal.     When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and while they were eating, he said,

Jesus: "Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me."

Narrator: And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another,

Men: "Surely not I, Lord?"         Women: "Surely not I, Lord?"

Youth under 18: “Surely, not I, Lord?"

Jesus: "The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born."
        
Narrator: Judas, who betrayed him, said,

Judas: "Surely not I, Rabbi?"        Jesus: "You have said so."

Pastor: While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat; this is my body." Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins, I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom."
Service of Holy Communion

Communion Hymns: 471, 484, 502
Blessing                                                                       
 Prayer

Hymn         “Eat This Bread”  (Repeat 3 times)       

Homily

“From Glory to Death
      Pastor Harvey Nelson
Offering 
Announcements
Stewardship Story

Prayer


Passion Narrative:  Matthew 26:30-35…

Narrator: And having sung a hymn they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them, 

Jesus: “All of you will stumble away from me this night for it is written,     C: I will strike the shepherd and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.”
Jesus:” But after I have been raised I will go before you to Galilee.”
Narrator: Peter answered and said to him, 

Peter: “If all the others go away from you, I will never leave.”
Narrator: Jesus said to him,

Jesus: “Truly I say to you that this night before the rooster crows you will three times say you deny me.”
Narrator: Peter said to him,

Peter: “Even if it is necessary for me to die, I will never deny you.”

Narrator: All the other disciples said the same thing.

Hymn   
                “Were You There ”   
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Postlude

------------------------------------------------------------
WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP! We pray that your faith will be strengthened.  Visitors are welcome to sign our guest book or a yellow card in the pew – please stop by the table by our Crossroads Room for a welcome bag.

AT THE LORD'S SUPPER every Christian is welcome including anyone who receives Communion in another church.  Baptized persons of any age may receive the bread and wine/grape juice.  Grape juice and gluten free wafers are also available. If coming to the rail is difficult, tell an usher and we will serve you in the pew.

IN OUR PRAYERS we ask for healing for  James Mortenson, comfort for Les Monson and family in the death of his mother Arline, strength and peace for Chuck Hoeg and Will Massingham and their families, growth in faith for Jackson Wiechmann from his baptism, guidance and strength for Paul and Becky Hagen in their ministry in Nepal.
WE WELCOME Jackson Kyan Wiechmann, baptized yesterday, as our newest member.  He is the son of Molly and Dan Wiechmann.  His sponsors are Hans and Danielle Hoeg.
THE ROSE on the altar is in honor of Jackson Wiechmann’s baptism by his great-grandparents, Dave and Liz Nelson.  The floral arrangement is from his grandparents, Tom and Beth Hoeg.
TODAY’S RADIO BROADCAST is given by Victor and Jean Schultz in honor of their 65th wedding anniversary.

THANK YOU to our readers today, Joyful Noise, the Sunday School children, and the Z Choir for the special music today.

TODAY’S FORUM at 9:45 will be given by the Mission Board and we will learn more about malaria and the net corsages.
HOLY WEEK:  There will be no Wednesday worship service this week.  This year there will be a Soup and Assorted Breads Supper from 5-6:15 pm before the 6:30 pm Maundy Thursday service on April 21st. The soup will be chicken noodle soup. The cost is $5.00.  The Maundy Thursday service (Jesus Slave King) will be held on April 21st at 6:30 pm.  Good Friday service (Jesus:  Crucified Messiah) will be April 22nd at 6:30 pm.  The Easter Vigil (Jesus Buried and Resurrected Savior) will be April 23rd at 7:30 pm.

EASTER SUNDAY:  5:30 am Cemetery Service at Ness Church, 6:30 am Easter Sunrise Service at Zion, 7:15-9:30 am Easter Breakfast sponsored by the Zion Youth (we invite those of you attending the 10 am service to come early for breakfast) - free will donation, 8:30 am Easter Worship Service, 10:00 am Easter Worship Service with Holy Communion, 5:30 pm Share-A-Meal

LENTEN OFFERINGS are designated as follows:  Litchfield Area Ministerial Association (LAMA) 20%, ELCA Benevolence 20%, World Hunger 15%, Meeker County Food Shelf 15%, Seminary Scholarship Fund 10%, Media Fund 10%, Lutheran Social Service 5%  and Caring Neighbor Fund 5%. 

EASTER OFFERINGS:  25%ELCA Benevolence, 10% ELCA World Hunger, 5% Caring Neighbor, 5%Pastors Discretionary Fund, 10% LAMA, 5%  Lutheran Social Services, 10% MEDIA, 10%Seminary Scholarship, 20% Lutheran Disaster Relief Fund (Japan)

THERE ARE FORMS for giving Easter lilies or memorials in memory or honor of your loved one in the church office or on the register in the narthex.  

The community Easter Cantata, “On a Hill Too Far Away” will take place today at 7:30 pm at Bernie Aaker Auditorium with Keith Johnson directing. Come and enjoy.
HOPE CHEST NEWS Breakfast today  8 am – 12:30pm at Eagles Club.  $6 charge benefits lung transplant patients.

SUNDAY SERVICES are broadcast on KLFD radio and Cable TV at 11 a.m. and on Cable TV again Mondays at 10:30 am or Wednesdays at 8 pm.  
PLEASE CONTINUE TO SAVE Econofood receipts, Our Family bar codes, box tops for education, Kemps bottle caps, pop tabs, and cancelled stamps.  We are also recycling plastic bags and batteries (tape over the terminal ends). 
AA meets here at Zion Monday and Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm, call 894-5599 for more information.

If you would like to sponsor a radio broadcast ($75) please sign the radio chart in the narthex.  You may sponsor the Sunday bus by signing up in the church office ($60).  THE FLOWER CHART is by the office door.

A NURSERY IS PROVIDED for small children. Also, quiet bags and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 

IN THE LIBRARY: Tender Vow by Sharlene MacLaren.  When daredevil brothers John and Jason Evans take a ski trip in the Rockies, a tragedy takes place as only one comes back alive.
THIS WEEK  Today:  3 pm Sr. High Youth, 7:30 pm Easter Cantata at Bernie Aaker Auditorium;  Monday: 6:30 pm Health Board, 7:30 pm AA;  Tuesday: 10 am Tuesday School, 10:30 am Text Study, 4 pm WOW, 4:30 pm Lesson Leaders, 6:30 pm Faith and Fellowship; Wednesday: 9 am Staff Meeting, 2 pm Release Time, 3:15 pm Joyful Noise for grades 1-5, 4 pm S.U.R.F. for grades 1-5, 7:30 pm Boards; Thursday:  7 am Sr. High Breakfast Club, 10 am OWLS, 10:45 am Yoga, 5-6:15 pm Soup and Breads, 6:30 pm Maundy Thursday Worship, 7:30 pm AA;  Friday:  Newsletter Deadline, 11 am LAMA Good Friday Service at Ecumen Chapel, 1:30 pm LAMA Good Friday Service at Emmanuel; 6:30 pm Good Friday Service at Zion; Saturday: 7:30 am Men’s Bible Study, 9 am Easter Breakfast Set Up, 10 am Fare for All, 7:30 pm Easter Vigil;  Next Sunday:  5:30 am Cemetery Service at Ness Church, 6:30 am Easter Sunrise Service at Zion, 7:15 – 9 am Easter Breakfast, 8:30 am Easter Worship Service, 10 am Easter Worship Service with Holy Communion, 5:30 pm Share-A-Meal
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK:  
LAST WEEK’S OFFERING: General Fund $, Missions $, Building $

The weekly average needed to meet the 2011 budget:  General Fund $9,738, Missions $818, Building $2,822

