Fellow saints and sinners:
May God’s grace through Christ sustain your faith daily.

“Keep God’s kindness through Christ central.” That was Luther’s intent as he looked at the church of his day five hundred years ago. In the period of time from 600-1500 the church had proclaimed Christ but stressed the work and merit of human efforts. Luther in studying scripture came to see that God’s grace through Christ was central and people needed to trust God in faith. Hence his desire to change the church grew out of his conviction that God’s mercy through Christ must remain central. Over the years his reforms were captured with short phrases: sola gratia (by grace alone), sola fide (by faith alone, not human works), sola scriptura (by scripture alone, not some human authority), propter Christum (through Christ alone). These phrases capture

the essence of the Lutheran reformation. Luther saw that the center must be proclaimed: “People live in relationship with our gracious God by faith worked by the Holy Spirit through word and sacrament.” He used that central message to reform and change the church. Today we must keep that center, and like Luther be constantly changing to proclaim that center in ways appropriate to our time so the world may hear. Luther believed that the church should keep the center and change as needed to keep the center.
Sometimes we are not fond of change. Some change is good and some not, and it requires wisdom to distinguish among changes. We need, however, to keep our central message clear. We live in twenty first century America, we do not live in sixteenth century Germany, so we cannot simply repeat what Luther said and did.
However, at Luther’s time God was using human beings to do God’s work and God still is. Our Stewardship Board has it right when it says “God’s Work, All Our Hands”.  God used Luther and others to do God’s work, and God uses you and me to do his work today. In this country even in these hard financial times God uses each of us with the resources, talents, hands and money we have to do his work. God generously showers us with blessings. In the midst of difficulties we still live and have “Thanksgiving” to God for God’s constant generosity. Living from that thanks for God’s goodness we use what we have to happily do God’s work.
November has Reformation news of God’s grace echoing in our ears, celebration of God’s working in the life of present and past saints, opportunity to render thanks to God through our estimates of giving and board pledge cards, and gathering together to render worship thanks to our generous and good God. Let us keep God’s grace central, Christ first, and live from gratitude as we use our blessings from God. 
In Christ our Lord,
Pastor Harvey






