Dear Zionistas, 
Give thanks to the Lord for the Lord is good, God’s mercy endures forever! –Psalm 118
Martin Luther responds to his favorite psalm with this comment:  “This verse teaches us what the proper sacrifice is that pleases God the most; for we cannot perform any greater or better work for God, nor can we render Him a nobler service than thanking Him.”  Martin Luther also writes of thankfulness in these terms:

“To thank with all your heart is an art—an art which the Holy Spirit teaches.”
“For only those are truly thankful who receive the gifts of God joyfully and rejoice in the giver.”
“We cannot give God anything; for everything is already His, and all that we have comes from Him.  We can only give Him praise, thanks, and honor.”

“We have nothing to give in return except praise, glory, and gratitude for the unspeakable gift—as the apostle calls it (2 Cor. 9:15)—which through the Gospel God has shed on us abundantly (Titus 3:6).
Thankfulness is our primary response to what God has done for us.  So the first thing I want to do is to thank God for the gratitude and graciousness that you have demonstrated and will continue to demonstrate in this time when we focus on giving thanks to God.  Thanksgiving Day is just around the corner, the crops are almost in, and our stewardship emphasis is in full swing.  The packets will be going around and our Stewardship ingathering is on Nov. 13.
We ask that you not only make a monetary pledge this year, but also a pledge to support the ministries of our congregation through the board structure.  Please do not do this out of a sense of duty or obligation, but out of a sense of thankfulness for what God is doing through the ministries of this congregation.  Our pledges of time, talent, and possessions are not things we do to earn God’s love or favor, but they are expressions of thanks for what God has done and continues to do for us.

With Joyful Thanks!

Ɨ Pastor Christian
