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Worship Schedule:

Sunday Mornings:
8:30 am Classic Lutheran Worship

9:45 am Education Hour

10:45 am Contemporary Worship

Wednesdays:

6:30 p.m. Worship

Pastoral Acts
Wedding: 10-15-11 Stephanie Larson and Travis Hansen
Funerals: 10-22-11 Dennis Boettcher
We would like to thank the September Serving Group for all their willingness to help.  We especially appreciated the willing hands of some that said “Call me again if you need something else.”  God is good and so were you.


Norma Ziebarth


Lorraine Bengson

AA meets at Zion Monday and Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm.  Call 894-5599 for more information.


 TV and Radio Broadcasts
The 8:30 a.m. Sunday service is broadcast on KLFD radio live and Cable TV at 11 a.m. and on Cable TV again at 10:30 a.m. on Mondays and 8 p.m. on Wednesdays.
Have Suggestions?

Do you have a suggestion for books you’d like to see in our church library?  Contact either the church office or Karen Ackman.
If you have books you feel are appropriate to donate to the library, please bring them to the church office.

New Youth Website

The new Zion Youth website is Zionlutheranyouth.weebly.com
Thank You for prayers known and unknown and get well wishes during my recent hospitalization.

Dorelle Malmberg
Share-a-Meal Rotation

We ask one church board each month to help out with our Share-A-Meal.  The 2011 Share-A-Meal Rotation for our boards is as follows:

Nov. 27:  Christian Education

Dec. 25:  Church Properties
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Cover to Cover

The morning Cover to Cover is meeting at Marie Nelson’s home at 9 a.m..   Prayers for Sale by Sandra  Dallas is the book we’re discussing.

Evening Cover to Cover will meet at Cheryl Gabrielson's Thursday, November 10 at 7 PM to discuss Cutting for Stone by Verghese. 
Prayer Shawls

Zion continues to “harvest” prayer shawls.  Thank you to all our volunteers who keep our prayer shawl ministry flourishing!  

Anyone who needs a prayer shawl for yourself of someone you know of, please help yourself.  

HAVE YOU SWITCHED to using just a cell phone for you and/or your family?  Please call the church office with your cell phone number!  Thank you.


New Non-Fiction 
in the Library on the labeled shelf on the east wall
The New Interpreter’s Study Bible brings the best of biblical scholarship to the service of the Church. In this new study Bible, based on The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible with Apocrypha, sixty distinguished scholars have provided extensive background and insight on the biblical text and additional features.

Love Wins by Rob Bell:  Millions of Christians have struggled with how to reconcile God's love and God's judgment: Has God created billions of people only to select a few to go to heaven and everyone else to suffer forever in hell? Author, pastor, and innovative teacher Rob Bell presents a deeply biblical vision for redis-covering a richer, grander, truer, and more spiritually satisfying way of understanding heaven, hell, God, Jesus, salvation, and repentance. The "good news" is much, much better than we ever imagined. Love wins. 

The Lutheran Handbook is the essential field guide for all things Lutheran. This enjoyable, easy-to-read, reliable, all-in-one collection helps you understand the essential information about our theology, culture and Lutheran way of life – for confirmands or anyone. 

The Lutheran Handbook II: Being a good Lutheran is twice as hard in today's world. That's why every good Lutheran needs the power of The Lutheran Handbook II. With twice the Lutheran doctrine of its predecessor (and twice the humor!), this handbook will easily guide you through the most difficult theological terrain. 
Velvet Elvis by Rob Bell, pastor of Mars Hill Bible Church in Grand Rapids, Mich., offers an introduc-tion to the Christian faith outside the usual evangelical box. Bell wants to offer "a fresh take on Jesus.” Bell invites seekers into a Christianity that has room for doubts. This is faithful, creative Christianity, and Gen-Xers especially will find Bell a welcome guide to the Christian faith.

Prison Letters by Corrie ten Boom

Crazy Book and Crazy Talk
And look for the following new fiction on the cart:

When Love Blooms by Robin Lee Hatcher (fiction)

Desert Gift, Side Roads Series, by Sally John (fiction)

My Foolish Heart, Deep Haven Series by Susan May Warren (fiction)

The Lightkeeper’s Ball, a Mercy Falls novel by Colleen Coble (fiction)

Restless in Carolina, Southern Comfort Series by Tamara Leigh (fiction)

Whisper of Peace by Kim Vogel Sawyer  (fiction)
Classics

Because of Thanksgiving Classics will meet on November 18 for coffee time and games at 2:00 pm.  Classics is for anyone age 55 or higher.  This will be the last 2011 Classics meeting.
Grocery Shopping Service

Zion’s Parish Health Ministry is organizing a grocery shopping service.  Please contact Barb (593-1954) or Cheryl (593-1736) if you, or someone you know, could benefit from transportation and shopping assistance.

Also, please let us know if you would like to serve in this way!

Share a Meal

November 27
Please share your Thanks-giving and join us November 27  when members of Zion’s congregation will be sharing a meal with those in our community who may be hungry, homeless, or simply accept our invitation to come and eat with us. Dinner will be potluck-style (provided by Zion attendees only) and will be served at 5:30 p.m. in the Crossroads Room.
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Turkey Dinner!
The Annual Men’s Turkey Dinner will be Wednesday, November 2, 2011, from 

4:30 – 7:00 p.m.  Purchase your tickets in advance for a $1 discount.
ATTN: Altar Guild Members
Thank you for volunteering for this “behind the scenes” service.  We have enjoyed working with all of you and appreciate your willingness to serve God and the church community in this way.  As chairwomen for many years, it is time for us to step aside and hand the leadership torch to someone else starting Jan. 1, 2012.  Please prayerfully consider accepting this new opportunity.  We are available to help you and will continue to volunteer on this committee, so please call us if you have questions.  Please contact one of the pastors or the church office if you are interested.  Again, thank you for sharing your time and talents.

Sincerely,

Sharon Johnson, Roberta Swenson, and Connie Meyer

[image: image4.wmf]
Anyone wishing to ride the Meeker County public transit bus to church should call them at 693-7794 by 5:00 pm on Friday to reserve their ride on Sunday morning.  The bus operates from 7:30 am until noon.  This service is offered free, sponsored by Zion.

Fare for All

Fare for All is a program open to anyone offering nutritious food at below-retail prices.  There are a variety of types of food packs ranging in price from $10-20.  Food is brought to Zion on the third Saturday of the month (November 19) at 10:00 am.  You must place and pay for your order ahead of time for the type of food pack(s) you want – either place your order for the next month as you pick up your food or call 1-800-582-4291 or 763-450-3880 at least a week before delivery date.  For more info:  www.fareforall.org.  
Yoga will be meeting at Zion on Thursday mornings in October at 10:45 a.m. 


Marriage Rocks!

Attending a Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend gives you the time and tools to revitalize romance, deepen communi-cation, and nourish the spirituality in your marriage.  The Fall Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend in Minnesota is November 18-20 in Brooklyn Center. Please register several weeks in advance.  For more information, contact Dick & Judy Dehnel at 952-432-3105, Pete & Phyllis McMahon at 763-561-1575 or visit www.godlovesmarriage.org.

The Meeker County Holiday Project needs your help!

You can help with:

· Cash donations to purchase food for elderly food baskets.

· Cash for gift or food vouchers for a family in need.

· Sponsor a referred family.

Make donations by Dec. 12th to Meeker Co. Holiday Project, c/o Heather Dixon, 120 N. Sibley Ave., Litchfield.  For more info, call Heather at 320-693-7911.
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Zion Coffeehouse
On November 5th, the youth and youth board will be hosting the fifth monthly coffeehouse at Zion featuring coffee, treats, and LIVE MUSIC played and sung by the Salty Doggs and Christian Routes  from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.   Come enjoy their bluegrass music.

If you are interested in helping in any way please contact Breanne @ 693-3207.
New Member Class
A New Member Class has begun at Zion and is meeting at 9:45 a.m. during the education hour. Spread the word to those you know of who may be interested in joining our church family – there’s still time to join in.  
Thank you to the following families for the donation of the settee in the entryway:


Dennis and Char Herzog, 


Byron and Karen Johnson, 


Randy and Kristi Quitney,


Jim and Roberta Swenson, 


George and Marilyn Meline


2011 Time and Talent Auction was a big success!

Thank you to all who helped with and participated in the 2011 Time and Talent Auction.  Our efforts raised over $8,400.00 for the Caring Neighbors Fund, Media Fund, and help for the Mark and Stacey Schumann family, and as needed.  
There were many beautiful auction donations and many generous bidders.  We would like to extend a special thank you to Dan and Dianne Barka for donating beef for our auction meal; to Randy Quitney for being a superb auctioneer; to Luke Braaten and Glendon Caron and the youth who helped in the kitchen; to Grace Walsh, Sydney and Grace Braaten, and Lia Caron our runners; to Paul White, Bob Jackson, Pam White, Barb Barrett, Kristi Quitney, and Donna Sheper-sky who all worked to make the event run smoothly.  

We have so much to be thankful for here at Zion.  As Pastor Harvey would say, “We are indeed blessed.”
The Auction Committee:

Missy Brock, Mindy Czycalla,
   
Trisha Curry, Joyce Jackson, 

Pam Walsh, Darcie Braaten, 

and Pam Hoffman
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

On December 11th the Zion Youth will be hosting a Norwegian Christmas Dinner after the second service Christmas Concert.  This will be one of the major fundraisers for our youth who will be attending the ELCA 2012 Youth Gathering in New Orleans.  Please watch for more details and be ready to come support our youth.

Mange takk! 

Zion members’ cake pans, bowls and dishes are accumulating in the kitchen.  Please pick up your items from the cupboard above the desk in the kitchen.
LSS Caregiver Discussion Group

Thursday, Nov. 10 at 1:00 pm at Litchfield Public Library

Join us for a FUN Day for Caregiver Month

Coffee and Dessert served

Special appearance by Happy
Call Barb at 221-3747 or 1-800-448-4146 for more info.



Thanksgiving Service

Our Thanksgiving Service will be held on Wednesday, November 23rd at 7:00 p.m.  Please bring food items for the Meeker County Food Shelf. The Zion staff will be serving a variety of desserts and coffee following the service – please plan to join us.

OUR THANKSGIVING OFFERING will be distributed as follows:
30% World Hunger

20% Meeker County Food Shelf

20% ELCA Benevolence

5% Pastors’ Discretionary Fund

5% LAMA Homeless Fund
5% Lutheran Social Service

5% Seminary Scholarship Fund

5% Lutheran Campus Ministry

5% Breakfast Bags

TRI-COUNTY CHRISTIAN SINGLES

November 12th - Potluck dinner and game night in the Stockholm Lutheran Church basement.  See: stockholmlutheran.org for directions.

December 10th – bowling at Litchfield Bowl at 5 pm, dinner afterwards.

We are a faith based, diverse, active group of age 21 and over single people.  We do fun group activities and community service and we invite you to join us!

Tricountychristiansingles.com

or call Amy at 612-616-6905 with questions.

WE ARE SO BLESSED for all the ways people put in extra work and effort at Zion.  This month we’d like to thank Bob and his helpers for cleaning the sanctuary pews and cushions, and the people who helped Nancy with the stewardship packets.  

Veterans’ Day Chili Supper

Friday, Nov. 11, 5-7:00 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church

Cost is $5 except all veterans Eat Free
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We’ve talked with artist Karen Jensen who did the rosemal-ing in Fellowship Court above the soffits about rosemaling around the rest of Fellowship Court.  If you’d like to contribute to this project, please make your check out to Zion with “painting” in the memo.  We will try to accomplish this project soon.
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YOU’RE INVITED to the Crow River Conference Music Festival at Gethsemane Lutheran in Dassel on November 6th at 7 p.m.  Area conference churches musical groups will perform.  A free-will offering will be received for South Africa circuit conference relationship and building a deanery and skills training center for youth.
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Hanging of the Greens will take place on Saturday, November 26th at 8:00 a.m.  Please come join in the merry time of decorating our church for the Advent and Christmas seasons.
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Old Fashioned Christmas

Zion’s Old Fashioned Christmas will take place November 27th at 9:45 a.m. during the education hour.  Please notify Mindy Czycalla or the office if you are able to help that day with an activity, have a station idea, or if you can bake a few dozen rolled Christmas cookies for the fun Advent occasion.

Paperless Newsletter?

If you would prefer reading your Voice of Zion newsletter online, please let the office know (www.zionchurch.net) and we will take you off the newsletter mailing list.







