ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

504 N. Gilman – Litchfield, MN – 55355

Phone: 693-3207 e-mail: zion@zionchurch.net  www.zionchurch.net

Pastors: Harvey Nelson, Christian Muellerleile, J. David Nelson

Today’s Organist: Dorothy Stenberg   
Education: Mindy Czycalla              Youth:  Breanne Royer
Missionaries: Gloria Sauck, Steven & Bethany Friberg, 

Eric and Christie Anspach-Hanson, Jordan Monson

First Sunday in Advent 
November 28, 2010

Order of Worship 

Prelude        “A Prayer for Advent”
Z Choir, Marie Nelson-Cello
Welcome    
Lighting of the Advent Wreath                               (stanza 1)
253
Confession   -   Absolution   
p. 117-118
Gathering Hymn      “O Lord, How Shall I…”     (stzs. 1,3)
241
Kyrie

p. 120
Song of Praise         “Glory be to God”     
p. 121
Prayer of the Day:  (in unison)  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Psalm 122     cantor sings odd verses, congregation even verses

First Lesson:      Isaiah 2:1-5
Choir Anthem            “He Is Born”    
Amy Onell, Flute
Gospel Acclamation              “Alleluia”
p. 124

                         Glory to you, O Lord
Gospel Text:           Matthew 24:36-44
                               Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon       “Be Dumb, Be Ready”
Pastor Harvey Nelson
Hymn of the Day      “Hark!  A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”
246
Installation of Breanne Royer as Shepherd of Youth Ministries

Apostles’ Creed     
p. 127
Prayer of the Church                Sharing of the Peace
Offering     and     Announcements     and    Temple Talk
Offertory           “We Give Thee But Thine Own”    (stzs. 1, 2)  
686
Offertory Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer        Blessing                 Prayer                 Benediction

Closing Hymn         “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
257
Dismissal    P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.     
                   C:  Thanks be to God.
---------------------------------------------
WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP! We pray that your faith will be strengthened.  Visitors are welcome to sign our guest book or a yellow card in the pew – please stop by the table by our Crossroads Room for a welcome bag.

WE pray for healing for Joyce Jackson and Ollie Halvorson, peace for Will Massingham and family, and comfort for the family of Diane Dougherty mourning her passing; and peace in the land of Christ’s birth.
WE WELCOME Breanne Royer today as she is installed as our Shepherd of Youth Ministries.  We count our blessings and she is one of them.

THANK YOU to Ann Leitch for reading the scripture lesson, to Ron E. Johnson for serving as cantor, the Donna McGraw family for lighting the Advent Wreath, and Z Choir for the special music.

SEE THE FAIR TRADE STORE for Thanksgiving cards, Christmas cards and stationery.
FLOWERS are given in memory of Pete Luthens by Sue Luthens, Chad, Tim and Traci and from the funeral of Diane Dougherty.
our Old Fashioned Christmas is today from 9:45 – 10:45.  Come celebrate the beginning of the Advent season. There will be crafts, treats, you may have your family photo taken, or simply enjoy the fellowship and festivities.  Kids of the Kingdom staff will be having a bake sale to jump start your holiday entertaining.

THANK YOU to all who helped with hanging of the greens.  

PLEASE COME JOIN US this evening at 5:30 for our Community Share-A-Meal.  Bring a dish to share with residents of the community who may be in need of a good meal.  

EVERYONE IS INVITED to our Advent Luncheon and Bake Sale this Thursday, Dec. 2nd.  The bake sale begins at 10:30 a.m. and the Luncheon goes from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.  (Workers are still needed for the luncheon; remember to bring your baked items for the sale.)
SR. HIGH YOUTH NIGHT starting Dec. 1st.  We will be taking a little trip to Hutchinson to attend ONE, an area Lutheran youth worship service.  We will meet at Zion at 6:45 pm and carpool.  This is for any students in grades 9-12 so invite your friends.  Call Breanne with any questions at 693-3207.
NEXT SUNDAY’S ADULT FORUM:  Lynn Wood from Augustana Homes and Renee Nolte from Senior Dining will share information on the services and resources available for older adults.
CHRISTIAN SINGLES age 21 and up are invited to a game event at 3 pm on Dec. 5th at the Stockholm Lutheran basement.  Please bring an appetizer to share and your single friends. Call Amy at 612-616-6905 with any questions or email: amypaulson@gmail.com

GILMAN ST. BAND will be featured at First Lutheran Bell Choir’s Holiday “Jubellation” on Dec. 12th at 7:00 pm at First Lutheran.  Seating is limited – tickets available at First Lutheran Church office or from Char Herzog for $7.50.

Heartland Community Action Agency needs your help for cash donations for elderly food baskets, gift and food vouchers, or to sponsor a needy family.  Make your donation by Dec. 13 to Meeker County Holiday Project, c/o Shayna Neighbors, 120 N. Sibley Ave., Litchfield  (693-7911).

Autumn leaves nothing to be desired except a good book from the library carts.
God’s Global Barnyard display in Fellowship Court will be collecting money through the Advent season.  $1 buys a chick which will help fight world hunger.  How many can Zion purchase?  All Sunday School money during advent will also go toward purchasing chicks.

THE MITTEN TREE is waiting for your donations of hats and mittens and gift boxes for the Marie Sandvik Center in Minneapolis.  Donations are encouraged through Dec. 19th.

A NURSERY IS PROVIDED for small children. Also, quiet bags and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 

THIS WEEK  Today:  5:30 pm Share-A-Meal, 6:30 pm Wellness Bible Study;  Monday: 7:30 pm AA/Alanon;  Tuesday:  10 am Tuesday School, 10:30 am Text Study,
 4:30 pm Lesson Leaders, 6:30 pm Faith and Fellowship;  Wednesday: 9 am Staff Meeting, 2 pm Release Time, 3:15 pm Confirmation, 3:15 pm Joyful Noise & Psalm 67, 4 pm S.U.R.F. for 1st & 2nd  graders, 5 pm Advent Lunch set up,  6 pm Meet & Eat for Confirmation Students, 6:30 pm Worship, 6:30 pm DC4K, 6:45 pm Sr. High Youth Night, 7 pm Gilman St. Band practice, 7:15 pm Confirmation; Thursday:  7 am Sr. High Breakfast Club, 10 am OWLS, 10:45 am Yoga, 10:30 am Bake Sale, 11 am – 1 pm Advent Luncheon, 7:30 pm AA;  Friday: 
9-11 am Women of Faith;  Saturday: 9 am Open House Bridal Shower for Jamie Krebs, bride-to-be of Justin Gabrielson;  Next Sunday:  7:45 am Choir, 8:30 am Worship, 9:45 am Sunday School, 10:45 am Contemporary Worship, 2 pm Joyful Noise at Ness Church, 6:30 pm Wellness Bible Study
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK:  266
LAST WEEK’S OFFERING: General Fund $2,947.50, Missions 202$, Building $1,333.
