Fellow saints and sinners:

May the Christ who has walked among us be with you.

This year we do not start Lent until March 9th. Lent is the forty days prior to Easter (exclusive of Sundays).In church life Lent has had two foci. There has been a long penitential tradition which sees Lent as a holy period in which one confesses one’s sins, denies oneself and in that minor way shares some of the suffering that Jesus endured among us. A second focus of Lent has been to stress that it is a time of education. In some parts of the ancient Roman empire early Christians used the time of Lent to educate would-be converts in the Christian message and practices. This forty day catechu-menate ended with many baptisms at the vigil of Easter service early on Easter day. Both traditions have existed in the life of the church.

It would be well for us to use both foci as we live through Lent this year. We twenty first century Americans do not like to think about or admit to sin and we are not fond of self denial. Yet both are good for us. Jesus had no end of problems with people who did not think of themselves as sinners. In his Sermon on the Mount he interpreted the commandments in such a way that no one could escape from the conclusion that he or she was a sinner. Jesus did not do that because he enjoyed making people feel guilty. He did that because he wanted them (and us) to truly see our situation before God. The truth is that we blow it with God, nature and others all the time and we need to be honest about it if we are to be true to reality. There are a few souls who do beat up on themselves too much so this news makes things worse. But Jesus is calling on most of us to be honest to God. When we know we are wrong we also try to do something about it. That does not mean we are trying to earn God’s favor. It simply means that we want to change, and usually change means saying no to yourself. So this Lent let us look at ourselves honestly so we can see what Jesus went through for us undeserving people.

This year for Lent we are going to be looking at how Jesus is presented in the different books of the New Testament. Our Lenten services will focus on Jesus and education about how Jesus is presented to us in the different kinds of literature in the New Testament. We shall see that there is more than one way to see Jesus, and there is more than one way to tell his story. We hope that you will see our Lenten services as opportunities to grow in your understanding of the New Testament and the various ways in which the good news of God comes to us.

It has been a long winter, there is more light, the snow is going, spring beckons. Hope begins to fill the air. We Christians can always be the most hopeful on earth because we live from good news. Hope and pray.

In Christ our Lord,

Pastor Harvey



	Lenten Services Theme

“Jesus through New Testament Eyes:

March 9: Ash Wednesday: Ashes

               and Communion Service
March 16: Jesus in Matthew, Mark

            and Luke:“Jesus Seen with

            One Eye Differently”

March 23: John: “Jesus the I Am”

March 30: Acts: “Jesus and the

                 Growth of the Gospel”

April 6: Epistles: “Jesus through

                             Letters”

April 13: Revelation: “Jesus, the

              Slaughtered Lamb, 

              Conquering King”
April 17: Passion/Palm Sunday:

              “Jesus Humble King”

             LAMA Cantata @ Zion 7:00

April 21: Maundy Thursday:”Jesus

              Slave King”

April 22: Good Friday: “Jesus:

              Crucified Messiah”

April 23: Easter Vigil:  “Jesus 

              Buried and Resurrected 

              Savior”









