…And renew a right spirit within me…
Dear Zionistas,

Sometimes you get exactly what you ask for.  In the past three years our denomination has undergone some tremendous changes.  The church wide office has been streamlined from 18 divisions to 3.  Our own Southwestern Minnesota Synod office has experienced some restructuring as well.  As a result of these changes more responsibilities have shifted to the conference and congregational level.  This has actually strengthened our church and has made what already was a democratic structure even more so.  But the changes are not only structural and internal.  They are visible and spiritual as well.
A new spirit of cooperation is evident on a local level.  The congregations of our conference are working together in a way that hasn’t been seen before.  We have participated in conference music festivals in honor of our visitors from South Africa.  A conference committee was formed to plan and execute cooperative efforts to strengthen our partnership with the Umgeni Circuit.  We have done a pulpit exchange with 100% participation by the pastors of our conference.  We are planning conference youth events, possible confirmation events, and ways to raise awareness of the other congregations in our conference.  There is a new spirit of cooperation that was visible at our Crow River Conference Assembly and it is very exciting.

More locally, First Lutheran and Zion are entering into a new era of cooperation that has never been known before.  We are sharing pastors for our Lenten Services and our Lenten Worship shares the same theme.   The theme “Cross, Catechism, and us” will take us through the parts of Luther’s Small Catechism and will expose us to what Luther deemed the central teachings of Christianity. 

Many new and exciting cooperative efforts are being made by the pastors in the Litchfield Area Ministerial Association as well.  We are sharing and cooperating in ways that help people in our community.  Following Easter there is going to be a music festival sponsored by the ministerial association and one of the things we wish to do is package breakfast bags for the Breakfast for Champions program following the service.  The Ministerial Association is also working together on several social ministry projects.
I look forward to the ways we as a congregation will continue to cooperate and share in the mission and ministry that God works through the people of Zion and all our partners in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

In the Peace of Christ,

Pastor Christian

