ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

504 N. Gilman – Litchfield, MN – 55355

Phone: 693-3207 e-mail: zion@zionchurch.net  www.zionchurch.net

Pastors: Harvey Nelson, Christian Muellerleile, J. David Nelson

Education: Mindy Czycalla           Youth:  Breanne Royer

Today’s Organist: Karen Langmo
Missionaries: Gloria Sauck, Steven & Bethany Friberg, 

Eric and Christie Anspach-Hanson, Jordan Monson,

 Paul and Becky Hagen, Karen Anderson
Third Sunday in Lent 
March 27, 2011
Order of Worship 
Prelude        

Welcome              Thirty Hour Famine News
Confession   -   Absolution   
p. 117-118
Gathering Hymn      “Love Divine, All Loves”     (stzs. 1-2)
631
Kyrie

p. 120
Song of Praise         “Glory be to God”     
p. 121
Prayer of the Day:  (in unison)  Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin.  Give us this water always.  Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
Psalm 95     cantor sings odd verses, congregation even verses
Special Music
Joyful Noise

Scripture Reading:       Romans 5:1-11     

Gospel Acclamation       “Let Your Steadfast Love”
p. 125


                         Glory to you, O Lord
Gospel Text:           John 4:5-42
                               Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon         “Believe Beyond Barriers”
Pastor Harvey Nelson
Hymn of the Day               “Rock of Ages”
623
Apostles’ Creed     
p. 127
Prayer of the Church                
Offering    and    Announcements    and   Stewardship Story
Offertory         “We Give Thee But Thine Own”    (stzs. 1, 2)  
686
Offertory Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer
p. 134
Blessing                    Prayer                   Benediction

Closing Hymn         “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”
325
Closing Song          “Go Now in Peace”
Joyful Noise

Dismissal    P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.     
                   C:  Thanks be to God.

-------------------------------
WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP! We pray that your faith will be strengthened.  Visitors are welcome to sign our guest book or a yellow card in the pew – please stop by the table by our Crossroads Room for a welcome bag.

WE WELCOME Mary Jo Marlene Huffman and Cooper Jeffrey Baalson as our newest members today through baptism.  Mary Jo is the daughter of Jenny Munoz and Joseph Huffman.  Her sponsors are Elizabeth and David Theisen, Joshua Levoux, and Patrick Huffman.  Cooper’s parents are Jeffrey and Melissa Baalson.  His sponsors are Travis and Amy Huntley, Jared Erickson.

WE pray for healing for Ila Jean Benson, our high school students in Spain, Paul Froemming and family in the loss of Paul’s father John,  Mary Jo Huffman and Cooper Baalson on their baptisms today, and the suffering people of Libya and Japan.
THANK YOU to Joyce Kindseth for reading the scripture lesson, Mindy Czycalla for serving as cantor, and Joyful Noise for the special music.
THE FORUM next Sunday at 9:45 am will be on organ donation.
SHOP THE FAIR TRADE STORE today.
WE WILL BE taking a special offering to help the ELCA’s disaster response in Japan next Sunday, April 3rd.  Or donations may be sent to:   ELCA Disaster Response, 39330 Treasury Center, Chicago, IL 60694   -  Memo: Pacific Earthquake and Tsunami.
FOR THOSE OF YOU going to the Chanhassen today, the bus will leave Zion at 2:45 p.m.
SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP now meets at 3 p.m. on Sundays instead of Wed. nights.  New Zion Youth website is Zionlutheranyouth.weebly.com
REHEARSALS for the community Easter Cantata, “On a Hill Too Far Away” take place Sundays at 4 pm at Zion. All singers welcome. 

THE PARISH NURSE’S office (west side of Fireside Room) will be open Sundays between worship services. Either Barb Barrett or Cheryl Whitchurch will be available.

Our Lenten services will be held at Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. This week’s homilies will be “Jesus the I Am” in John and “Jesus and the Growth of the Gospel” in Acts. The soup and sandwich suppers are served 5:00-6:15 p.m. by Kids of the Kingdom Child Care.  Next week’s menu is potato soup and grilled cheese sandwiches.  The cost is $5.00, extra sandwich for $1, jelly sandwich available upon request. 

LENTEN OFFERINGS are designated:  Litchfield Area Ministerial Assn. (LAMA) 20%, ELCA Benevolence 20%, World Hunger 15%, Food Shelf 15%, Seminary Scholarship 10%, Media Fund 10%, Lutheran Social Service 5% and Caring Neighbor 5%. 
PLEASE COME JOIN US this evening at 5:30 for our Community Share-A-Meal.  Bring a dish to share with residents of the community who may be in need of a good meal.  

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to work at the Soup & Sandwich suppers during Lent and/or to donate 9x13 cakes or bars or 2 dozen cookies.  Sign up in the Kids of Kingdom hallway.

March is Food Share Month.  Donations are doubled during March.  Cash donations are especially appreciated.
SENIOR HEALTH EXPO Wed., March 30th at Trinity Lutheran Church in Grove City from 9-11:30 am.  Call 857-2274 if questions or if you need a ride.
NEXT SUNDAY 4-H Interstate Exchange Breakfast Fundraiser, 9 am – 12:30 pm at Litchfield VFW.  $6 age 6 and up.

SPRING IS HERE (?) and so are new books on the library carts ready to be checked out.
SUNDAY SERVICES are broadcast on KLFD radio and Cable TV at 11 a.m. and on Cable TV again Mondays at 10:30 am or Wednesdays at 8 pm.  
A NURSERY IS PROVIDED for small children. Also, quiet bags and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 

THIS WEEK  Today:  2:45 pm Chanhassen Departure, 3 pm Sr. High Youth Group, 4 pm Cantata Practice, 5:30 pm Share-A-Meal;  Monday: 7:30 pm AA;  Tuesday: 10 am Tuesday School, 10:30 am Text Study,4:30 pm Lesson Leaders; Wednesday: 9 am Staff Meeting, No Afternoon Activities, 

5-6:15 pm Soup and Sandwich Supper, 5:15 pm Council Mtg., 6:30 pm Lenten Worship; Thursday:  10 am OWLS, 10:45 am Yoga, 1 pm Newsletter Assembly, 7:30 pm AA;  Next Sunday:  7:45 am Choir, 8:30 am Worship, 9:45 am Sunday School, New Member Class, Adult Forum, 10:45 am Contemporary Worship, 1-4 pm Open House Bridal Shower for Ali Kraft, 4 pm Cantata Rehearsal
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK:  362
LAST WEEK’S OFFERING: General Fund $6,382, Missions $757, Building $2,492.60
The weekly average needed to meet the 2011 budget:  General Fund $9,738, Missions $818, Building $2,822
