Fellow saints and sinners:

We face an unknown future, but we go into it knowing that Christ is with us and God is before us so ultimately it will be good. That confidence can be our joy always, but especially in good times, and our comfort in difficult times. Go into the New Year walking with Christ.

A joy I had in 2011 was putting together a daily devotional using primarily the assigned gospel texts for Sunday sermons. A great benefit of that endeavor was that scripture was swirling around in my mind. That is a good place to be and you look at life differently with that dialog going on.

We all get busy with our daily agenda and routine and in many cases that means that God gets forgotten and ignored. It is sad that we lose touch with that which is most meaningful and long lasting.

It is no accident that God’s first commandments in the ten commandments deal with our relationship with God. God wants us to properly respect, love and trust God. God wants us to watch our tongues so God is properly addressed and spoken of, and God sets aside a time to listen to us and to communicate with us. God gives us those commandments because God wants to be our friend and in good relationship with us. If we stop to think of it God wants us to treat God as a trusted friend. If we have a friend we respect that person, we seek for his or her welfare, and we trust our friend. In addition we speak to and of them in good ways and we want others to do the same. Finally, we take time to be together and communicate with each other. That is what God wants from us.

Spending time with God means that we worship, pray and encounter God’s word. I invite you to make that a priority in this new year. It will be a wonderful and meaningful time.

I still have some tweaking to do on my devotions, but they are mostly done, so if you would like a CD of them, let us know in the church office and we will see what we can do.

January will have some special events. On January 8th our Crow River Conference is having a pulpit exchange among its pastors, so Christian and I will be elsewhere and you will see an unfamiliar face up front. January 15th and 22nd we will have a congregational forum between services about our staff ministry and our budget. On January 29th we will have our congregational meeting starting at approximately 9:15. It will be a busy time as we search together how to serve our gracious Lord in this new year.

Through it all keep relating to the Lord who loves you so deeply as to suffer for you. How good God is! Live from that in the 2012.

In Christ our Lord,
   Pastor Harvey







