ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

504 N. Gilman – Litchfield, MN – 55355

Phone: 693-3207 e-mail: zion@zionchurch.net  www.zionchurch.net

Pastors: Harvey Nelson, Christian Muellerleile, J. David Nelson

Education: Mindy Czycalla           Youth:  Breanne Royer

Today’s Accompanist: Karen Langmo
Missionaries: Gloria Sauck, Steven & Bethany Friberg, 

Eric and Christie Anspach-Hanson, Jordan Monson,

 Paul and Becky Hagen, Karen Anderson
Baptism of Our Lord 
January 8, 2012
Order of Worship 
Prelude            
Welcome               
Confession   -   Absolution   
p. 117-118
Opening Hymn    “Songs of Thankfulness”   (stzs. 1, 2, 4)
310
Kyrie

p. 120
Song of Praise            “Glory be to God”     
p. 121
Prayer of the Day:  (in unison)  Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters.  Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
Psalm  29        Sing responsively by verse
Scripture Reading:       Genesis 1:1-5
Special Music
Keith Johnson, Joe Langemo, Jackie Dennin

Gospel Acclamation              “Alleluia”
p. 124


                         Glory to you, O Lord
Gospel Text:           Mark 1:4-11
                               Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon     “Baptism: What Is This?”
Pastor Michael Nelson
Hymn of the Day          “God, Whose Almighty Word”
673
Apostles’ Creed     
p. 127
Prayer of the Church     
Offering    and    Announcements    
Offertory       “We Give Thee But Thine Own”   (stzs. 1, 2)  
686
Offertory Prayer                   Lord’s Prayer         
Benediction

Closing Hymn         “Baptized in Water”
456
Dismissal    P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.     
                   C:  Thanks be to God.

Postlude
------------------------------------------
WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP! We pray that your faith will be strengthened.  Visitors are welcome to sign our guest book or a yellow card in the pew – please stop by the table by our Crossroads Room for a welcome bag.

TODAY the Crow River Conference Pastors are doing a round robin, preaching in sister churches.  We welcome Pastor Michael Nelson from rural Cokato today as he gives the sermon.

WE pray for Edna Engum, for Ray and Marlene Nelson and family in the loss of their son Jim, Jan Groshens in the loss of her sister Ruth, and Steve and Bethany Friberg in their ministry in Tanzania.
THANK YOU to Duane Clites for reading the scripture lesson today and to Ron E. Johnson for leading us in worship.
FLOWERS TODAY are from the funeral of Ray and Marlene Nelson’s son Jim.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO TREAT our congregation by sponsoring a Sunday to serve fair trade coffee during coffee time after worship, contact the church office.  The cost is $28.
BLOOD PRESSURES taken after worship in the nurses office.
WOULD YOU like to develop a new, holy friendship with a member of Zion who is no longer able to attend church services because of health or mobility?  Together with Zion’s WELCA, the Parish Health Board is organizing the opportunity to be a regular visitor for a shut-in member.  Please let either Barb (593-1954) or Cheryl (593-1736) know if you would like to be part of this ministry.

ALL ARE INVITED to join us in a new wellness Bible study beginning on tonight, Jan. 8th, at 6:30 pm.  We will be using Seek God First, from the First Place 4 Health series.  A book is on the church office counter for preview.  Questions?  See Barb or Cheryl.
BOXED OFFERING ENVELOPES are in the entry way.

Annual report books will be assembled on January 12, 2012 at 2 p.m.  Volunteers will be needed and much appreciated. 

CONGREGATIONAL FORUMS will be held on January 15th on our programmatic staff and on the 22nd on the 2012 budget.

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held January 29th, 2012 at 9:15 a.m.

Thanks to everyone from Zion who helped with the Salvation Army Kettle Campaign.  We raised $607.00 on the days we rang.  The Kettle brought in a record $17,777.38 this year!  All this money will be used in Meeker County to help those in need in our area.
January Sunday School offerings will be designated to Casa De Fe Orphanage in Shell, Ecuador.  Sarah Brock will be traveling there this winter to help over 50 children with special needs.

SUNDAY SERVICES are broadcast live on KLFD, and on Cable TV at 11 a.m. today, Mon. at 10:30 am & Wed. at 8 pm. 
AA meets here Monday and Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm, call 894-5599 for more information.

If you would like to sponsor a radio broadcast ($75) please sign the radio chart in the narthex.  You may sponsor the Sunday bus by signing up in the church office ($60).  THE FLOWER CHART is by the office door.

PLEASE CONTINUE TO SAVE Econofood receipts, Our Family bar codes, box tops for education, Campbell bar codes, Kemps bottle caps, pop tabs, and cancelled stamps.  We are also recyling plastic bags and rechargeable batteries (tape over the terminal ends). They can be placed in the storage containers in the SW corner of Fellowship Court.

NEW on the library cart:  Everything’s Coming Up Josey by Susan May Warren.  Josey, a Minnesota girl, is a missionary in Russia for a year.  
A NURSERY IS PROVIDED for small children. Also, quiet bags and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 

THIS WEEK  Today: 6:30 pm Wellness Class, 7 pm Sr. High Youth; Monday: 1-2 pm NAPS/MAC, 7 pm Properties Board, 7:30 pm AA;  Tuesday: 8 am Mission Sewing, 10 am Tuesday School, 10:30 am Text Study, 12:30 pm Crow River Pastors Conf., 6:30 pm Health Bd.; Wednesday: 9 am Staff Meeting, 
2 pm Release Time, 3:15 pm Joyful Noise, 3:15 pm Middle School Hang-Out, 3:15 pm Confirmation, 4 pm PEP for grades 4-5, 5:15 pm Council Mtg., 5:30 pm Meet & Eat, 6 pm Faith Generation, 6:30 pm Worship, 6:30 pm New Orleans Mtg., 
7:15 pm Confirmation, 7:15 pm Boards; Thursday:  7 am Sr. High Breakfast Club, 9 am Cover to Cover at Carol Dammann’s home, 10 am OWLS, 10:45 am Yoga, 2 pm Annual Report Assembly, 7 pm Cover to Cover at Donna Wendlandt’s, 
7:30 pm AA; Saturday: 8:30 am It’s a Guy Thing; Next Sunday:  8:30 and 10:45 am Worship Services/HC, 9:45 am Education Hour and Congregational Forum, 5:30 pm Three Tables, 6:30 pm Wellness Class, 7 pm Sr. High Youth
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK:  131
LAST WEEK’S OFFERING: General Fund $7,902.00, Missions $423.50, Building $1,832.60
RECEIVED IN MEMORY of Judy Butson’s mom Milenda Kaduce and Jeff Butson’s mom Ivalea Butson:  $200 for Altar Guild, $130 for Camperships.
