ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

504 N. Gilman – Litchfield, MN – 55355

Phone: 693-3207 e-mail: zion@zionchurch.net  www.zionchurch.net

Pastors: Harvey Nelson, Christian Muellerleile, J. David Nelson

Education: Mindy Czycalla           Youth:  Breanne Royer

Today’s Organist:   Stephanie VanDerBill
Missionaries: Gloria Sauck, Steven & Bethany Friberg, 

Eric and Christie Anspach-Hanson, Jordan Monson,

 Paul and Becky Hagen, Karen Anderson

First Sunday of Christmas
January 1, 2012
Order of Worship 

Prelude                     
Welcome 
Confession and Absolution
p. 116

Opening Hymn        “All Hail the Power”   (stzs 1-3, 6)    
634
Kyrie
p. 120

Hymn of Praise         “This Is the Feast”
p. 122

Prayer of the Day  (in unison):  Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our salvation.  Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
Psalm 8       Read Responsively
First Reading:  Galatians 4:4-7

Gospel Acclamation
p. 124

Gospel:      Luke 2:20-32
Sermon       “T’is ‘Nuf to See Jesus”
Pastor Harvey Nelson
Hymn of the Day       “How Sweet the Name”    (stzs 1-3, 6)
620
Nicene Creed
p. 126

Prayers of the Church
Sharing of Peace

Offering and Announcements
Offertory             “We Give Thee”      (stzs 1-2)
686
Great Thanksgiving     p. 129
Preface

“Holy, Holy, Holy”
p. 130
Words of Institution    
 p. 130
Lord’s Prayer
p. 134
Communion                    “Lamb of God”    
 p. 135

                          Hymns:     272,    275,   300
Blessing                    Prayer                   Benediction

Sending Hymn     “Your Little Ones”  
286
Dismissal    P:  Go in peace.  Tell the News.     
                   C:  Thanks be to God.

Postlude

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  Welcome to our New Year’s Day worship.  We pray that your faith will be strengthened.  Visitors are welcome - please sign our guest book or a yellow card in the pew and stop by the table by our Crossroads Room for a welcome bag.

AT THE LORD'S SUPPER every Christian is welcome including anyone who receives Communion in another church.  Baptized persons of any age may receive the bread and wine/grape juice.  Grape juice and gluten free wafers are also available. If coming to the rail is difficult, tell an usher and we will serve you in the pew.

THANK YOU to Marilyn Meline for reading the scripture lesson today.
IN OUR PRAYERS TODAY we pray for Edna Engum and our missionary Gloria Sauck, and our governing officials to follow God’s will for justice.
ANNUAL REPORTS are due in the office January 2nd.  Annual report books will be assembled on January 12, 2012 at 2 p.m.  Volunteers will be needed and appreciated. 
The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held January 29th, 2012 at 9:15 a.m.

WOULD YOU like to develop a new, holy friendship with a member of Zion who is no longer able to attend church services because of health or mobility?  Together with Zion’s WELCA, the Parish Health Board is organizing the opportunity for all interested to be a regular visitor for a shut-in member.  Please let either Barb (593-1954) or Cheryl (593-1736) know if you would like to be part of this ministry.

ALL ARE INVITED to join us in a new wellness Bible study beginning on Sunday, January 8th, at 6:30 pm.  We will be using Seek God First, from the First Place 4 Health series.  A book is available on the church office counter for preview.  Questions?  See Barb or Cheryl.
BOXED OFFERING ENVELOPES HAVE ARRIVED.  – they are in the entry way.

NEW IN THE LIBRARY:  The Thorn by Beverly Lewis.  Two Amish sisters become divided by one sister’s impulsive marriage to an outsider.
PLEASE CONTINUE TO SAVE Econofood receipts, Our Family bar codes, box tops for education, Campbell bar codes, Kemps bottle caps, pop tabs, and cancelled stamps.  We are also recyling plastic bags and rechargeable batteries (tape over the terminal ends). They can be placed in the storage containers in the SW corner of Fellowship Court.
AA meets here Monday and Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm, call 894-5599 for more information.
If you would like to sponsor a radio broadcast ($75) on a Sunday please sign the radio chart in the narthex.  You may sponsor the Sunday bus by signing up in the church office ($60).  Donations are appreciated!  THE FLOWER CHART is located on the window by the office door.
A NURSERY IS PROVIDED for small children. Also, quiet bags and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 

THIS WEEK  
Monday: Office Closed, 7:30 pm AA;  
Tuesday: 10 am Tuesday School, 10:30 am Text Study, 4 pm WOW, 6:30 pm Mary Circle; 
Wednesday: 9 am Staff Mtg., 2 pm Release Time, 3:15 pm Joyful Noise, Confirmation, Middle School Hangout, 4 pm P.E.P. for grades 4-5, 5:30 pm Meet & Eat, 6 pm Faith Generation, 6:30 pm Evening Worship, 7:15 pm Confirmation; 
Thursday:  7 am Sr. High Breakfast Club, 10 am OWLS, 10:45 am Yoga, 7 pm Musicians Mtg., 7:30 pm AA;  
Saturday: 8 am Taking Down the Greens; 
Next Sunday:  8:30 and 10:45 am Worship, 9:45 am Sunday School, 6:30 pm Wellness Class, 7 pm Sr. High Youth Group
ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY: 101
LAST WEEK’S OFFERING: General Fund $8,933.28, 
Missions $696.84, Building $2,838.80
The weekly average needed to meet the budget:  General Fund $9,738, Missions $818, Building $2,822
