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Sunday Worship:

8:30 a.m. Classic Lutheran Worship

9:45 a.m. Education Hour

(Sunday School for ages 3 through 12th grade and

Adult Forums)

10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service

Wednesdays:

6:30 p.m. Worship
Christmas Worship:

· 3:30, 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 

· 9:30 a.m. Dec. 25 Christmas Communion Worship Service

TV and Radio Broadcasts

The 8:30 a.m. Sunday service is broadcast on KLFD radio and Cable TV at 11 a.m. and on Cable TV again at 10:30 a.m. on Mondays and 8 p.m. on Wednesdays.
Any women interested in being part of a Bible study are invited to call Karen Bode at 693-2800 or Kristi Quitney at 593-7730.


Pastoral Acts
Baptisms:  11-6-11 Mila Grace Bjorkman, daughter of Hanna and Kyle Bjorkman,

11-6-11 Public Recognition of the Feb. 28, 2011 baptism of Samuel Frederick Schumann, son of Mark and Stacey Schumann

11-16-11 Colleen Stordahl as well as Corrigan Snow Stordahl, Juniper Belle Stordahl, and Bryar Luke Stordahl, children of Luke and Colleen Stordahl;  

11-27-11 Hilton Adam Johnson, son of Jesse and Sarah Johnson

Weddings:  10-29-11 Jeremy John Bischof and Keri Ann Hewitt

Funerals:  10-29-11 Wanda J. Gilbertson

11-15-11 Susan Dixon

Christmas Trees and Traditions

Christ the King Lutheran Church in Hutchinson

Saturday, Dec. 3, 9:30 am-2:30 pm

 
Thank You

We want to thank our Zion Family for the gift of money and for your support and prayers.  We feel overwhelm-ingly loved and it is an emotion that is hard to put into words.  We can feel God's love through all of you.  Your love and prayers have helped us through an extremely horrible part of our lives.  You have held us up when we felt like we were not going to make it.  You were encour-aging when we were feeling down.  You prayed for Sam and for us and those prayers were heard.  It is amazing to see how many lives that have been touched by our little Sammy.  Thank you doesn't seem like enough to let you know just how grateful we are for all of the well wishes, prayers, love and support you have given us and continue to give to us.  We are blessed to have Sam and blessed to have our family at Zion.  

Thanks,
Mark, Stacey and Sammy Schumann

Thank You

The Mission Sewing Circle would like to say “Thank You” to all of you who have furnished the delicious food for our noon lunches on sewing days.  It is so appreciated! We will not be sewing in December but will resume in January.  Thanks again!
Mission Sewing Circle

Annual Congregational Meeting

The Zion Annual Congrega-tional Meeting will take place on Sunday, January 29th at 9:15 a.m. between services.  

Annual Reports Due

Tuesday, January 2nd.

Reports should be submitted by each board for our annual report booklets.
Annual Report Assembly The Annual Report booklets will be assembled on Thursday, Jan. 12th at 2 p.m.  Help is needed and appreci-ated!

New in the Library
Angel Sister by Ann H. Gabhart.  It’s 1936 and Kate Merritt works to keep her family together through her father’s alcoholism, her mother trying to come to grips with their dire financial situation, and her sisters’ oblivion.  Kate could never have imagined that a dirty, abandoned little girl named Lorene would be just what her family needs.

Aimless and Wandering by Mary Connealy.  Gabe Lasley abandoned his ranch in Wyoming because of his strong feelings for a married woman.  He finds a treasure hunter stranded in a cave and offers to help her.

The Ambition by Lee Strobel.  A corrupt judge, a disillusioned pastor, a cynical reporter and a gambling addict all have a part in the taut thriller which takes place in Chicago.

The Pawn by Steven James.  Special agent Patrick Bowers never met a killer he couldn’t catch until now.  This case takes place in North Carolina where Patrick is consulting on the case of a serial killer; A captivating look at the fine line between good and evil.


Library Corner
Zion’s library is changing.  Coming up there will be some new shelving, and a “Kid’s Korner” for children and young people --- and their teachers.  
As always, there are books for all ages, and both genders.  
Browse the wide assortment of Christian Fiction, including new books by Mary Connealy, Ann H. Gabhart, and Sharon Gillenwater.
New this month, purchased with men in mind, look for Green by Ted Dekker, The Ambition by Lee Strobel, Same Kind of Different as Me by Rob Hall and Denver Moore, and The Pawn by Steven James, which join books by Al Lacy and others already on the shelves.  
Look also for new non-fiction:  Heaven is for Real by Todd Burpo; the Akaloo series with choices for 3-year olds to adults; Study Bibles, some including the Apocrypha;  references like The Lutheran Handbooks I and II and Crazy Talk and Crazy Book. 
Come and visit --- and check out an armload of good reading!
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Morning Cover to Cover book club will meet at Phyllis Myers’ home on December 8th at 9:00 a.m.  Everyone will give a short book report on their choice of a book they chose to read.
Evening Cover to Cover will meet at 6:00 p.m. at Schlack's for a potluck on December 8.
Yoga Schedule
Yoga will be meeting at Zion on Thursday mornings at 10:45 a.m. on Dec. 8, 15, and 22.
Male Chorus Concert

The Litchfield Area Male Chorus will be having a Christmas Concert on Sunday, Dec. 4th at 3:00 p.m. in Crossroads.  The admission cost is $5. The concert will last about an hour.


Tri-County Christian Singles

Tri-County Christian Singles (for single adults age 21 and over) will 

meet for bowling at Litchfield Bowling Alley at 5 p.m. on Dec. 10th.  Those who choose to will have dinner afterwards.

Website: tricountychristiansingles.com

For more information contact Amy at 612-616-6905 or tricountychristiansingles@gmail.com
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Prayer Chain

Anyone desiring to be added to the women’s telephone or email prayer chain or needing to make any phone number changes should contact Glad Nicholson by January 9th at 593-2238.

Cell Phone Numbers

PLEASE INFORM the church office of your cell phone number – especially if this is your only telephone number.
Share a Meal
We will not be holding Share-A-Meal on Dec. 25th, our normally scheduled date, as there is a Salvation Army dinner offered that day at noon at the Civic Arena.  Share-A-Meal will resume on January 29, 2012 at 5:30 pm.  The 2012 board rotation is as follows:
2012 Share a Meal Rotation

We ask one church board each month to help out with our Share-A-Meal.  The 2001 Share-A-Meal Rotation for our boards is as follows:

Jan. 29: Church Properties

Feb. 26:  Evangelism

March 5:  Lay Ministry

April 29:  Mission Outreach

May 27:  Parish Health

June 24:  Parish Life & Fellowship

July 29:  Social Concerns

Aug. 26:  Stewardship

Sept. 23:  Youth & Family

Oct. 28:  Child Care

Nov. 25:  Christian Education

Dec. 30:  Church Properties


 
The Christmas Offering has been designated as follows:
ELCA World Hunger 25%

LAMA Homeless Fund 20% ELCA Benevolence 20% Meeker Co. Food Shelf 10% Discretionary Fund 10% Breakfast Bags 10%

Lutheran Social Service 5% 
Meeker County Holiday Project, sponsored by Heartland Community Action Agency needs help with:
cash donations to purchase elderly food baskets, cash for gift or food vouchers for a needy family, or to sponsor a referred family

Please make donations by Dec. 13th to Meeker Co. Holiday Project, c/o Shayna Neighbors, 120 N. Sibley Ave., Litchfield.  For more info, call Shayna at 693-7911.
Bells of Christmas

Annual Advent Program (Jubilant Ringers Bell Choir) and Brunch and Country Store

St. John’s Lutheran 

at Howard Lake

Saturday, Dec. 3, 

8:15 a.m. - Noon
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Prayer Shawl News

People of Zion have been busy creating prayer shawls.  Keep those knitting needles and crochet hooks going into the New Year!  Our prayer-filled shawls are a wonderful comfort to those who have had or are experiencing a trauma or a loss.  Thank you!

Please remember the shawls are in the closet next to the fireplace.  Take one for someone who is sad or some-one who needs a reminder of God’s love.  And don’t forget the pamphlet that goes with the shawl.  It is a comfort as well.

Have a blessed and prayer-filled Advent and New Year…and thank you again, stitchers, for your ministry.
Historic Ness Church Old Fashioned Christmas Program by Lamplight
Sunday, December 4

4:00 p.m.

All are welcome
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Christmas Choir Cantata
We invite everyone to come worship and enjoy the Christmas concert performed by our Z Choir at both worship services (8:30 and 10:45 a.m.) on December 11th.  It will prepare your hearts for the coming of our Savior.
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We invite you to the Happy Birthday Jesus Christmas Party/Potluck at 5:00 pm on December 18th.  The preschool and Kindergartners will share the Christmas story directed by Sylvia Kittelson after the potluck .

Christmas at Trinity Lutheran, Grove City

Saturday, Dec. 3

9 am – Noon

Brunch, Cookie Walk, Bake Sale, Crafts, and More
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Christmas Program

Come be delighted at Zion’s Sunday School Christmas program “God’s Love Comes” at both worship services on Sunday, December 18th.  

The Sunday Schoolers have been practicing for a whole month already for their Christmas program.  On December 18, the 1st-6th graders will perform at both the 8:30 and the 10:45 a.m. services.  Please have your child arrive at least 10 minutes early to line up before church.

We only have 2 Sunday practices left this month, December 4 and 11, with additional necessary practices to be held Wednesday, December 14 from 4:00-5:30 p.m., and Saturday, December 17 from 10-11:30 a.m.  
Beckville Lutheran Annual Fancy Christmas Cookie Fundraiser

Saturday, Dec. 3, 8 am – 1 pm


New Members Received:
WE ARE EXCITED to introduce the following new members: Jeremy and Keri Bischof and Alyssa ;Kim and Maxine Cates; Marilyn Ferguson; Cindy Hill; Brad Lund and Erin Fischer, Shelby and Alana; Donald and Wanda Nordlie; Delores Nehr-ling; Janet Samson; Colleen and Luke Stordahl and Corrigan, Juniper, and Bryar; Larry and Carol Swenson.  Welcome!

Jeremy and Keri Bischof were married 3 months ago.  Jeremy grew up in Eden Valley and Litchfield and is a truck driver for Litchfield Shipping.  Keri came to Litchfield last year from Minneapolis with her 8 yr. old daughter, Alyssa, and is a full time accountant and part time student.

Kim and Maxine Cates have lived in the Kingston area all of their lives.  They have 4 children, one of whom died 6 years ago, and they have 9 grandchildren.  Kim works at Parts City in Cokato and Maxine works at Spectralytics in Dassel.  They enjoy camping in their spare time.

Marilyn Ferguson grew up in Rice Lake, WI and moved to Litchfield when her parents purchased the Ben Franklin store in Litchfield in the 1960’s.  She and John were married at Zion in 1966. Marilyn enjoys crafts, painting and gardening. They have two daughters, Jodi and Jill, and 7 grandchildren.  John and Marilyn split their time between Venice, FL and Litchfield.  
Erin Fischer and Brad Lund are engaged to be married.  Erin is a full time student at Ridge-water College studying early childhood development.  She comes from southern Minne-sota.  Brad is a Litchfield native who works at Key Contracting in Watkins.  Joining with them are 5 year old son Shelby who enjoys wrestling and daughter Alana. 

Cindy Hill moved to Litchfield in 1969, purchased Cynthia’s Beauty Salon and loved being in business here.  In 1999 she moved north to the Longville area for a few years.  But she found Litchfield is a great place to come home to and she’s also happy to be a Zion member.
Delores (Dee) Nehrling comes from Sheboygan, WI where she finished high school and married  Fritz. She then worked as a bookkeeper for their garage and auto body business.  Dee and Fritz were married nearly 50 years when he died.  They raised a son who lives in New Berlin, WI, and their daughter Faith Williams, lives in Litchfield.  She has been a resident of Emmaus Place for five years.

After beginning her career as an army nurse during WWII, Wanda married  Don Nordlie at First Lutheran in Litchfield in 1947.  They adopted 2 boys.  They have lived in Albert Lea, New Prague and So. St. Paul where Don worked as a banker and Wanda worked in the hospital.  They retired in 1987 and spend their time in Green Valley, AZ and in Litchfield. 
Janet Samson is a native of Cosmos, MN and lives in rural Darwin.  Janet is retired after a career in the accounting industry.  She has 3 grown children and 8 grandchildren.  She loves to bake and sew and be a grandmother.  

Luke and Colleen Stordahl are both originally from Wisconsin.  Among other things, Luke is a high school English teacher and working dad (; Colleen is a stay-at-home artist and mom.  They have three fun and creative children.  For Hallo-ween Corrigan dressed as a hippy, Juniper as Snow White and Bryar was a Superhero.

Larry and Carol Swenson are retired and happy to have moved back to Litchfield 3 months ago after being away for 38 years.  Larry was a barber here and then went into insurance business while Carol worked as a sign language interpreter. Their son Tim and wife Terri live in Litchfield; Kari, Matt, Brandi, and Chris live in Stewart, MN; and Kelly and Gary Cornwell live in St. Louis Park.






