Fellow saints and sinners:
May God’s Christmas love be the reality within which you live.

All people live within both God’s near-by heavenly realm and our daily physical life. In the Advent, Christmas season we hear the news that Jesus has broken through the distinctiveness of each realm and will break through again. It is an amazing message that we often lose because we are so busy with our physical and social human lives, or we sentimentalize Christmas so much that God gets excluded from daily life.

We love cute pictures of angels, and a sweet baby in a stable manger. Yet the truth is that those were not such sweet realities. The angels appeared out in the countryside to shepherds who were regarded as chronic liars. Their message was good, but it was not sweet. They brought news of great joy: oppressed, sinful people had born to them a humble savior in that hick village of Bethlehem, in a smelly, animal laden stable. Human births bring joy but they are messy affairs. They are an essential part of physical life. When Christmas news becomes too sweet we remove it from daily, human life and that is exactly where Jesus comes. Heaven indeed has come to messy, human earth in Jesus and that is where he still is and to our life there he promises to come again.
Aside from removing Christ from daily life by sentimentalizing God’s good news, we can also be so involved in daily life that we forget that God’s realm is close to us. We involve ourselves in work, school or other daily routines. We get busy with family, Christmas cards and preparations so that we miss God. Each day has its own agenda and we get very busy; but busy with what. We always say our activities are important, but the question remains are they more important than God?

The news of Advent and Christmas is that God values us and human life so much that God has chosen to come into it and participate in it from below. That is the greatest condescension imaginable. To leave heaven and come as a dependent baby is going about as low as one can go. Yet God in amazing love has chosen to do that. It is no wonder that Luther said that if you want to see God do not look to the heavens instead look to a baby being dandled on his mother’s knees. That is the amazing God we have. He values our daily human life so highly that he comes to be with us in the lowest places, and he is with you and I there. That is incredibly good news. In the midst of this sentimental, busy time let us live in wonder at our amazing God. That is the news of Advent and Christmas.
Living from that wonder go into the new year.
In Christ our Lord,







