Fair Trade
As the holiday season approaches, consider Zion's Fair Trade Store for lasting and consumable gifts. Numerous items are available for your gift-giving needs: olive wood carvings; silver, stone, and beaded jewelry; woven, stained glass, and pottery items; glassware; calendars; 13 varsities of drip and whole bean coffee in regular, decaf, and flavored blends; 6 kinds of tea (2 caffeine free); hot and baking cocoa; chocolate; olive oil; and olive oil soap. Consider purchasing a basket of food items or assembling one of your own design. Gift certificates are available in any amount. Christmas and greeting cards can also be purchased.
When you purchase fairly-traded items, you are giving twice: to yourself and loved ones and to global neighbors, enabling them to help themselves. The amount that you pay for various items offered by the store is the amount returned to the missions supported.

New to the store this year are South African Calendars whose sales help fight poverty and HIV AIDS in our Circuit to Conference Project. Sales of greeting and Christmas cards help people in the circuit with repairs and 

maintenance projects and the funding of school uniforms and attendance fees.

Also new this year are beaded animals, various new jewelry styles, and coordinating placements, napkins, napkin rings, and potholders from Tanzania. Profits from the Maasai women's bead project provide a small monthly income and micro loans to purchase animals and pay for education and important family ceremonies. Their work has given their lives dignity and opened their lives for emotional, physical, and spiritual redemption.

Sales of olive wood pieces, pottery, glass creations, silver jewelry, olive oil, and olive oil soap enable work and a small income for families coping with the difficult living conditions for Palestinian Christians.

Zion's Fair Trade Store will be open between services in fellowship court November 20 & 27, and December 4, 11, & 18, and also during the Advent Luncheon December 1. Linda Smolnisky (593-2142) and Marilyn Meline (693-2180) can assist you with purchases at other times. 

