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Christmas Day
December 25, 2011
Order of Worship 

Prelude                     
Welcome and Announcements 
Hymn                 “Good Christian Friends”    
288
Dialog:  Who are these angels who come to earth

C:  bearing the news of the Christ child’s birth?

P:  Who are these shepherds who run to see,

C:  and worship the babe on bended knee?

P:  Who is this child, so small, so slight,

C:  of whom the angels sang that night?

P:  Who is this king, a manger his throne,

C:  who humbles himself to make us his own?

P:  Who is this God who sends a son

C:  into our midst, the promised one?

Greeting and Prayer

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God sent from heaven above, be with you all.

C:  And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

All:  Incarnate God, on this day we give you thanks for sending your Son to bright light to our darkness, to fulfill your covenant.  Grant that we, like the angels over Bethlehem, may sing your praises and call upon your good name in our hearts and lives.  Amen.

Carol Meditation

P:  Introduction to “From Heaven Above”
268


Lesson:  Luke 2:8-14  -  Angels

1.  Carol  “From Heaven Above”  interlude   stanzas 1-3
268

Lesson:   Luke 2:15-21  -  Shepherds and Name

2.  Carol  “From Heaven Above”  interlude   stanzas 4-6
268

Lesson:   Hebrews  1:1-4  -  Child
3.  Carol  “From Heaven Above”  interlude   stanzas 7-9
268

Lesson:   Isaiah 9:2-7   -   King, Manger, Throne

4.  Carol  “From Heaven Above”  interlude   stanzas 10-11
268

Lesson:  John 1:1-14

5.  Carol  “From Heaven Above”  interlude   stanzas 12-14
268
Meditation
Pastor Harvey Nelson
Hymn of the Day       “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
283
Prayers of the Day
Sharing of Peace

Offering Song           “Hark the Herald Angels”
270
Great Thanksgiving     p. 129                
Words of Institution     p. 130                Lord’s Prayer
p. 134
Communion              Hymns:     279,  267,   272
Blessing                    Prayer                   Benediction

Sending Song     “The Bells of Christmas”  (stzs. 1, 2, 4, 6)
298
Dismissal    P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.     
                   C:  Thanks be to God.

Postlude
† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † †

WELCOME TO OUR CHRISTMAS WORSHIP! We pray that your faith will be strengthened.  Visitors are welcome - please sign our guest book or a yellow card in the pew and stop by the table by our Crossroads Room for a welcome bag.
AT THE LORD'S SUPPER every Christian is welcome including anyone who receives Communion in another church.  Baptized persons of any age may receive the bread and wine/grape juice.  Grape juice and gluten free wafers are also available. If coming to the rail is difficult, tell an usher and we will serve you in the pew.

THANK YOU to the musicians and readers who participated in our service today.  
IN OUR PRAYERS TODAY we pray for Judy Gabrielson, Becky Kluver and infant daughter Ella, Edna Engum, and our missionaries at this time of the year.
Broadcast on Cable TV Christmas Day: Our Christmas morning worship service will be on cable TV at 11:00 a.m. the 3:30 pm Christmas Eve Service will play again at 2:30 p.m., the Choir Concert at 3:45 p.m. and the Sunday School Program at 5:00 p.m.

The Christmas Morning worship service will be broadcast on Cable TV at 11:00 a.m. on December 25th and on KLFD at 8:30 a.m. on January 1st.

COME JOIN US next Sunday, January 1, at 9:30 a.m. for New Years Day worship.
THERE WILL BE NO City Transit Bus service on New Year’s Day.

SINCERE THANKS from your Zion church staff for the many cards, gifts and expressions of kindness. Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated. We wish for you and your loved ones a most blessed holiday season. 

OUR CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS will be distributed as follows: ELCA World Hunger 25%, LAMA Homeless Fund 20%,  ELCA Benevolence 20%,  Meeker Co. Food Shelf 10%, Discretionary Fund 10%,  Breakfast Bags 10%, Lutheran Social Service 5% 

FINAL OFFERING CONTRIBUTIONS should be made by noon on Friday, December 30th.  We would like all of our accounts caught up before the end of the fiscal year so please prayerfully consider giving extra if you can.

VOICE OF ZION Newsletters will be assembled Wednesday, December 28 at 1:00 p.m.  There will be an appreciation coffee afterwards for all the helpers – please come!

ANNUAL REPORTS are due in the office January 2nd.  Annual report books will be assembled on January 12, 2012 at 2 p.m.  Volunteers will be needed and appreciated. The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held January 29th, 2012 at 9:15 a.m.
God’s Global Barnyard in Fellowship Court will be collecting money through December.  $1 buys a chick to help fight world hunger.  How many chicks can Zion purchase?  

BOXED OFFERING ENVELOPES HAVE ARRIVED.  – they are in the entry way.

THE ARTIST Karen Jensen will complete the rosemaling of the blank green edging project in Fellowship Court when we have raised enough funds.  You may contribute by making a check to Zion with “rosemaling” in the memo section.

“TIS THE SEASON TO BE READING” – Check out our library. 
A NURSERY IS PROVIDED for small children. Also, quiet bags and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex. 

THIS WEEK  Today:  Noon meal provided by Salvation Army at the Civic Arena; Monday: Office Closed, 7:30 pm AA;  
Tuesday: 7 pm LaLeche League; Wednesday: 1 pm Newsletter Assembly and Appreciation Coffee, NO Evening Worship; Thursday:  1-7 pm Blood Mobile, 7:30 pm AA;  Friday:  8 am – 1 pm Blood Mobile; Next Sunday:  9:30 am Worship, NO Sunday School
ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY:  391
LAST WEEK’S OFFERING: General Fund $5,715.50, 
Missions $407, Building $1,598.60
The weekly average needed to meet the 2011 budget:  General Fund $9,738, Missions $818, Building $2,822
